


their fixed costs significantly as they were able to Irrigate more acres with the same portable

microirrigation power and filter source.

Annual operating costs will vary dependent upon the frequency of irrigation, amount of water
applied per irrigation, number of zones irrigated, and the degree of mechanization. In general,
the variable costs are proportionate to the amount of water pumped. The most important variable
cost 1s labor, which is used for monitoring, repair, maintenance and any required hose or pipe
moving. The fixed costs will occur regardless of amount of water used and will generally be the

depreciation and interest costs based upon the amount of investment.

Depreciation often amounts to two-thirds to three-quarters of the fixed costs. It can be argued
that the more a line is used the faster it wears out, but realistically a system is depreciated over a
straight line basis over the estimated life. In reality, most of the growers do not know how long
the system will last as they have not replaced them but rather have expanded coverage to other

acres.

Operating Costs

These costs vary with the design of the system, intensity of use, degree of mechanization, water
source, mechanical damage and age of the installation. To get an economic evaluation of the
irrigation system, the operating costs, as well as the additional revenues generated, must be

estimated accurately.

Typical operating costs are listed in Table 2. The power source includes electric, gas or diesel
fuel. Repair costs have been reported as minor in the earlier years. Labor costs are variable and
depend upon the system. Growers reported labor cost of detecting leaks, but once found, the cost
of repair 1s minor for plastic inserts or plugs compared to the labor expended in routine checking

of the system.
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