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AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT LEGISLATION
IN NEW YORK

Aa Amended through December 1986

Compiied by

Kepneth V. Gardnertl

New York~'s Agricultural District Law was enacted in 1971. It grew out
of en intensive five year investigation by the State of agriculture and the
problems eaescciated with +the industry. The law recognized that viable
agricultural lands are one of tha State’s most inportant and irreplaceable
environmental snd economic resources. Urbanization and land speculation
put heavy pressure on a finite resocurce which was vapidly dwindling.

The iaw was intended to address a number of important issues which
were asscciated with urpan development., Conflicting land uses, increased
costs for public services, the establishment of ordinances which inhibit
farming, sharp increases in real property taxes and speculation on land
wera among the issues addressed by the law.

The law was amended in =svery aession of the legiaslature except two,
1877, 14986. Some of the amendments, iFor example 1980, were of major
importancs. While there weres no amendments to the ilaw  in 198%, it should
be noted that a Governor’s Task Force on Agricultural Use Value Assessments
was established in May 1986. The sleven member body was created to review
and make recommendations for inprovemesnts to the Agricultural Use Value
Program, (Section 304-A). The Task Force iLissued its final report in
December 19862, In the report the following recommendations were mnade:

lenneth V. Gardner is a Senior Extension Asscciate and Land Uae
Specialist in the Department of Agricultural Economics, Cornell University,
ithaca, New Yorhk.

2Report of the Governcr’s Task Force on Agricultural Value Asseszament,
December 1386, Albany, New York.




Recommendations

The Declsration of Legisletive Findingsa and Intant of Article 25-AA
should be ravised to clesarly indicate +het the benefits and
protections continued in the Law apply to all lands which qualify for
them. References pertaining to eligibility by virtue of location
{i.e., urbesnizing srsas versus ruval arsas) ashould be deleted.

The Deciaration of Legislative Findings and Intent of Article 235-AA
should alse bs revised to  emphasize ths importance oif enhancing
agriculture as an economic enterprise critical to the economic well-
being of the State. local communities within the State, and the people
of the State of New York.

The term ‘'agricultural assessment valune” should replace the current

" definitions of ‘“agricultural value"” and should be defined asi The
wvalue assignad to eligible agricultural land for assessment DUrpPUSES.

based upen the capitalized value of agricultural production procedure
deecribed in this report.

All eligible agricultural landsa within the state should receive an
agricultural assesament value basged solely an their soils
classification without regional digtinctions.

The current income capitalization method using economic profilea
shouid be abandoned in favor of a capitalized value of production
procedure. This approach will exclusively use data provided by the
United Statea Department of Agriculture for New York State and 2
legisiated capitalization rate. .

The vaiue of all cropa produced in New York for which data are
pubiished should be inciuded in the determination of statewide mineral
acil agricultural assessment vajues. : i ’ o

The vaiue of all vegatable crops produced in - New vYork for which data
are published should be inciuded in the determination of statewide
agriculturai assessment valuss for organic soil.

The Department of Agricuiture and Markets ahould study the feagibility
of usina the land ciassification system for indexing craganic soils in
a manner similar to mineral soils. :

Separate add-on-valuea for orchard and vinesyard iland ahould be

eliminated and +the current new planting exemption provision should be
repealed.
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dgricultural assessment values of farm woodland should be keyed to the
agricultural assessment valus of one minerail sall group and
gqualification of such land under the agricultural value assesament
program should be limited to 50 acres per parcel.

in implementetion and'adminiatration of the program, the Diviasion of
Equalization and Assessment should be sensitive to the need to
aimplify forms and reduce papervwork.

In order to enhance and atrengthen the rescurce protection objectives
of Article 25-AA, the penalty for conversion of land within an
agricultural district which has received an agricultural wvalue
aasessmant should be increased.

The penalty for conversion of committed land located ocutside of
agricultural districtes ghould be calculated in +the asame way that
conversion Jiability within agricultural districts is calculated.
Howeaver, ... all land subject to ... commitment"” shall remain liable
for the penalty in the event of a partial conversion.

After two veara of operation, & panel comprised of repregsentatives of
the State Board of Egqualization and Assessment, the Dapartment of

Adgriculture and MNarkets, taxing jurisdictions, and the agridultural

commpunity should be constituted to review State policy and the
administration of this program.

it is anticipated that these recommendations will serve as a basia for

proposed action by the 1387 sssaion of the legislature.




Steps Reguired to Creste 3
Distrigtl

Forming an sgricultursl diastrict is

a somawhat complicated Procsss,

Districts start with local initietive,

but must be reviewed and certifisd by

both iloccel and satste agsncies before
they csn be legally formed, The
following sleven steps summarize thsa
pProcsss .

1. Landowners prepars a district
proposel and submit it to the county
legislative body. A minimum of 500
acres i8 reguirsd. Landownsrs can

recomnmend the original review period of
the district to be sither eight, twaelvs
or twenty yYears.

county lagisleture sppoints
pravicusly dons} an

districting advisory
committas of four farmers, four
agribusinessmen, one county legislator,
. and the chairman of the county soil and
water conservation district’s board of
directors who ahall serve sasx officic.
Subseguent to June 3¢, 1983 menbers
will ba appointed fFfor specified terms
of ocffica.

2. The
it not
agricultural

3. The county lagislative body will
provide public notice that for a period
af 30 days puiblic inspection and
rvecommandations of the proposed
district will be accepted.

4, The county legislature refers the
proposal o thea agricultural
districting asdvisory committee and the
county planning board for their
recommendations.

5. The county legislative body may
modify +the district proposal in &
manney consistent with the
recommendations of the agricultural
districting advisory committee and the
county planning board or its own
Judgement.

6. The county legislature holds =
public hearing on the proposal and
subseguently may adopt it as a plan.

7. If the proposal is adopted as a
plan, the county legislature submits
the plan to the State Commissioner of
Agriculture and Markets.

8. The Commissiconer of Agriculture
and Harhets receives reports from the
Commissionsr of Envircnmental
Conservation and the Secretary of
Stats. - State inspectors examine each

proposad distriet in the fiald.

9, The Commissioner of Agriculiure and

Markets @nay cartify the plan or a
modification of it a8 eligible for s
district.

10. after dertification, +the county
isgisiature rey held anotbher public
hesring on the plan. - If the plan wasn
mocdified by the Compmiagionegy of
Agriculiure and Harkets, the county

legislature is
public hearing.

reouired to hold another

11. The county Ilsgislature may taks
final action to approve or disapprove the
proposal. If no actiom is taken within =
specifisd period, the plan automatically
becones effactive sz & district.

Every =ight. btwelve or twenty Yeare.
depending upon the original reviaw payiod
(=33 the district, gach agrizultural
digtrict musat be raviswed. Ancther
public bhearing im to bs hald and the
district iz to be re-examined at county
and =mtats levels. Digtrict boundaries
can be wmodifiead at the time of the
TRViews . Land can ba deleted from or
added to the district depending upon Lhe
viability of the land for agriculture and
non-farm land needs. Adjoining land may
bacome parit of +the district if the.
landowners so petition, and the county
and  states Spprove. Boundary chang=3s,
howaver, can bas mads only et these sight,
twelve or tuwenty year reviswa, whichever
is applicable.

The Commissionsr of Agriculturs and
Harkets, after consulting with the
Advisory Council on Agriculture, is
authorized to craata agricultural

districts of 2,000 or mora acres of land

not elresady  in an agriculturasl district
if the land encompassed is pradominantly
unigus and irreplecesbls agricultural
land, Such districts must have thsa
approval of the heada of thres other
atate agencies, the Commissionasr of

Environmental Conservation, the Secvratary
of Stete and the Director of the Division

of tha Budget. Tha Coamissioner of
figrigulturs and Harhksts shall work
closaly with jocal officials,
cagricultural’ and cthar groups when
creating such districts. Districts
created under Section 304 of the Agricul-
tural Digtrict L.aw may alse have
specifisd terms of sight, twealve or

twanty years.



Summary of Provisions

Whether created by a county
legislature or by the Commissioner of
Agriculture snd Merksts., all districts
are affected by the provisions of the
Agricultural Pistrict Law . Thess
orovisions ars:

Permit fgricultural VYalus fAssass-

ments -~ Farmers may have the value of
their land in excess of its velus for
farming exempt from taustion if they
meot certain gualifying reguirements
and £file an annuel applicetion. Land
which heas received this sxemption is
aubject to a Mm@ dinum five vyear
rolli-back af axenptad taxes ©  if
convertead <o a pon-£arm Ues. The
rollback applies to only the screags
converted.

Limit Ordinesnces Affecting Agricul-

ture - Local governments may not enact
ordinances +that would regstrict or

regulate farm structures or farm prac-
tices beyond the reguiremants of health
and safety.

Instruct State Acencies o Encourags

Earming - State agencies nust modify
admninistrative regulaticns and

procedures to encourage the mzintenance
of commercial agriculture Lo the extent
compatible with health, safety and any
applicable federal regulsaticons.

Hodify Eminent Domnain Proceedings -

The right of public agencia=z to acguire
farmliand by eminent domain is modified,
though not removed. Thess agencies ars
required to give seriouvs consideration
Lo alternative araas before good
farmland can ba taken for public uses.

Restrict vblic Fund r Non-far
Pevelcopment - The right of public
agencies to advance funds for sewar,

water and other facilitissz that would
encourage nen-farm developmant is
modified.

Limit Specisl Service Tax Assess-

ments  on Farmland =~
special districts to
assessments or
‘levies on

The
impose
spmcial ad
farmiand for sewer, water,
lighting, non~farm drainage, solid
waste disposal, or other landfill
opesrations is limited.

powar of
benefit
valoram

The Agricultural District Law also
provides individual farmers whe are not
in a district +the opportunity to
receive an agricultural value
aszassment by filing sn agriculturel

commitment. They must, in writing,

commit their lend to farming for eight
ysars and sach yvear nust recommit it in a

rannar prescribed by the State Board of
Equalization and Assessment. If any land
in a commitmrent is converted to a
non-farm uze while the commitment is
8till in effect, it ies subject to a largs
tax penalty egual to two times the taxes
determined in the year following the
conversion or breach of commitment. The
penaity is levied on the total acreage in
the commitment.

In the case of a conversion out of
farming, under sither a commitment or an
agricultural dietrict, the penalty or the
roll~-pack  paymeant ia levied on  the
owneri{s) as of the next taxable status
date following the conversion. The
owner{s) nay ba the personis} who
originally requested the agricultural
valuae essessmeEnt or he nay be &

‘subseguent owner(a).

Program Status

Az of Octobsr 1985, there were over

S00 agricultursl distrigts formed or
certified within the s&tate. The total
area sncompassed was about 7.2 million
acraE. In addition, thers were individ-
ual commpitments outside of districts
allowing for agricultural valua

essessnrents on several thousand acres.
Ho state initiated agricultural districts

of 2,000 acras of unigue and
irrepleceabls" land area have been
formed. ‘

Agricultural District Reviews

The agricultursl district legislation
provides for the review of agricultural
districts sight, twelve or twenty years
after their creation end each eight,
twelve or twenty yvyears theraafter,
depending upon the original period.

All of the completed
resuwited in districts
fox another . eight-year
districts have besen
acreage removed; others have had nesw
additional acresge added and 3
substantial number of districts have bsen
ceonsolidated with other sxisting
districta. After taking inte account
deletions, additions. and consolidation
of lands at the time of review, bha
ascreage increased from epproximately 7.2
million to the present total of about 8
million acres.

reviaws havs
being rscertifisd

period, Soms
nmodified by having







Text of the Law ss Amendedl
Agriculture and Markets Law

ARTICLE 25-AA-AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS

Ssc.

330G, Declaration of legislative
findings and intent.

30%. Definitions.

302. Agricultural districting advi-
sory committee.

303. Agricultural districts;
craation.

304. Unique and irreplaceable agri-
cultural land; creation of
districts.

304-a. Determination of  agricultural
valus,

305, Agricultural cdistricte:
effecta.

306, Agricultursl lands outside of
districts; agricultural value
assassments.

307, Promulgation of rules and
regulations.

309, Advisory counci i on
agriculturs.

Sec. 300, Declaration of legislative

findings and intent

of the stata
protect
developnent and
improvement of its sgricultural lands
for the production of food and other
agricultural products. It is also the
declared policy of the atate to
conserve and protect agricultural lands
as valued natural and ecological
rescurces which provide needed open
spaces for clean air sheds, as wsll as
for aeathetic purposes. The conati-
tution of the state of New York directs
the legislature to provide for the
protection of agricultural lands.
Agriculture in many partes of the state
1 under urban pressure from expanding
metropolitan Areus. This urban
pressure takes the form of scattered
development in wide belts arvound urban
areas, and brings conflicting land uses
into jJuxtaposition, creates high costs
for public ssrvices, and stimulates
land speculation. When this acattered
development extends inte good farm
areas, ordinances inhibiting farming
tend to follow, farm taxes rise, and
hopes for speculstive gains discourage
inpvestments in farm improvements. Many
of the agricultural landa in New York
state are in jecpardy of being lost for
any agricultural purposes. Certain of
thess landsa constitute unigue and

It is declared policy
o COnSarve and
sncouxrage the

Added L.

and to -

irreplacesble land reacurces oif statawide
importance. It is the purpocse of this
article to preovide a means by which
sgricultural land may be protected and
enhanced asz =3 viable segment of the
atgte’s sconomy and as an economic and
environmental reBOUrce of majoer
importancs.

1871, €. 479, Sec. 1: Section 2
of L. 1971, €. 479, provided that this
section be efifective 90 days after June
17, 1871,

Sec, 301. Pefinitions

land. Land
agricultural

1. Viable agricultural
hkighly suitable for
production and which will continue to be
aconomnically feaaible for such uwae if
real sstate taxes, farm use restrictions,
snd speculative activities are limited to
levels approximating those in commercial
agricultural areas not infiluenced by the
proximity of urban and related
non-agricultural development,

2., Unigue and irreplaceable
cultural land. Land which
suited for the production

agri-
is uniguely
of high value

crops, including, but not limited to
fruits, vegetables and horticultural
spocisities,.

3. Land used in agricultursal
production. HNot less than ten acres of
land used in the preceding two years for
the production for sala of crops,

livestock and livestock products of an
average gross sales value of ten thousand
dollars ox more. Land used in
ggriculturel production shall not include
land or portions thereof used for
processing or retail merchandising of
such Crops, livestock or livestochk
products, Land wused in agricultural
production shail also include:

iand
the
for an

which ctherwise
requiremnants for
agricultural value

a. Rented
satisfiesn
@ligibility
asssssmant

B, Land cf not less than +en acres
used for the production for sale of
crops, livestock or livestock products,
erxclusive of woodland products, which
does not independently satisfy +he gross
sales reguirement, where such land was
used: in asuch production for the preceding
two years and currently is being so used

under & rental arrangement of five or
nore years in conjunction with land which
gqualifiez for an agricultural wvalue

assgessmentc:




c. Land
eperation or
production,

used in support of a farm

land used in agricultural
constituting a portion of &
parcei, as identified on thes ssseasment
roll, which alao conteains land
gualified for an agricultural
assessnent. .

4. Crops, livestock and livestock
progucts include but are not limited to
the fellowing:d

‘ a., Fiald Crops,
wheat, cats, TYS,
potatoes, dry beans.

including
barley,

coTn,
hay.

b, Fruits,
peaches, grapes,

including
cherrigs,

applas,
berries.

e, vegetables,
ansp beans,
and onions.

including tomatoes,
cabbage, carrots, beets,

d. Hortigultural gpecialties,
inciuding nuressry stock, ornamental
shrubs, ornamental trses and flowers.

&. Livestock and livestock products,
"including cattle, sheep, hogs, goata,
horsas, poultry, Zfurbearing aninrala,
riik, eggs, furs.

. £. Woodlend producta,  including
logs, lunber, posta, firewoed, and
maple sSyrup, if such products are
produced on property otherwise used for
agricultural production. For purposas
of computing total agricultural

prqduction under ssctions three hundred. .

five and thres hundred six of this
article, the sale of woodland products
may be inciuded up to a maximum annual
smount of twoe thousand dollars.

5. Agricuitural vaiuve. The markat
value of lang for agricultural
production purposes 1f no other use

were possible.

gas -
extrsction activities.

6. 0il  er
development or

The installation and use of finturesa
and egquipment which are necessary for
the axploration, development or
extraction of cil or natural gas.
including access roads, drilling
apparatus, ‘pumping facilities and
pipelines.

As amended L. 1972, C. 712, Sec. 1; L.
1978, C., 241, Sec. 13 L. 1979, €. 266,
Sec. L: L. 1980, C. 79, Sec. 33 L.
1983, €. 866, Sec. 1.

value .

exploration, '

Sec. 3Q0L.
visory cg

ricultural districtin
itte

1. (@) A county legislative body may
astablisih an agriculteral districting
advisory committes which ghall conaist of
four active farmers and fouxr egri-
businessmen residing within - the sounty.
the chairman of the county soil and water
consarvation district’s board . of
dirsetore and = mnember of the county
legislative body, who shall serve as the
chairmen of the commitiee. Such a
committes shall ba sstablished in the
evant no such committes exists at the
time of receipt by the county legislative
bedy of & petition for the creation i an
agricultural district pursuant Lo sub-
division one of section thrae hundred
thrae. The newmbers of such committes
ahall be appointed by the chairmen of the
county legislative body except for ths
_chairmen of ths county s0il and water
conasarvation district’s poard of
directora who shall ssyve ax officio.
The members shall ssrve without salary,
put the county legislative body may
entitle each such member to reimbursement

for his asctual 2nd nNSCRSSETYY SBXPENSSSs
incurred in the parformnanos of his
official dutien.

(b). After " the committee . haa been

established, the chairman of the county
legislative body shall appeint to it ons
active farmer and one local agribuai-
nessnan for a term of one year sach. one
active farmer and one local sgribusiness-
man for a term of two y=aras aach, one&
active farmer and one leocal sgribusi-
nessman for a term of three years =ach,
"and one sactive farmer and one locsl
agribusingssnan for o term of four years
each. . Thereaftar, the appeintment of
each active farmer or local agribusiness-
man ahall be for & term of four yeara.
Appointment of a wembar of the county
legimlative body shall be for = tazrm
coterminous with his term of office. The
appointmerit of the chairmen of the county
s0il and water consarvation district’s
board of directors shall be for s term

coterminous with his dezignation as
chairmen of the county s8soil and water

. conservation district’s board | of
directors. Any member of the committee
may be reappointed for a succeeding term
on such committes without limitations as
toc the number of terms thse mambar may
serve.

{=) Any farmer or local agribusinsss-

man, who on the effective date of this
paragraph is a member of an agricultural
digtricting advisory committee, shall
serve until the last davy of Junse.



nineteen hundred eighty-three,
which date the chairman
legislative body =ahall appeoint persons
to fill the positions of such persons
in accordance with the proviasions of
paragraph (b} of this subdivision.
Farmers and Jlocal agribusinssamen who
must wvacate their posgitiona on such
committee hecause of the provisiona of
this paragraph may be reappointed to
their position, for a term specified in
paragraph (b) of thies subdivision.

upen
of the county

(d} Membersz of the county legislat-
ive body who on the effective date of
this paragraph ara members of such
comamittes shall continue to BSIVe
thereon until the end of their terms of
office, after which time the chairman
of such legislative body may reappoint
such members or appoint new members to
such committee.

{e) The adviaory committee shall
advise the county legislative body and
work with the county planning board in
ralation to the proposed establishment,
modification, and termination of any
agricultural district. The committee
shall render sxpert advice relating to
the desirability of such action,
incliuding advice as to the nature of
farming and ferm rescurces within any
proposed or established ares and the
relation of farming in such area to the
county as a whole.

(£) An agricultural districting
advisory commitiee may reguest the
commissionsr of agriculture and markets

to review any state agency rules and
regulations which the committee
identifies as affecting the
agricultural activities within an
existing or proposed district. Upon
recelipt of any such raquest, the

comnrissioner of agriculture and markets

shall, if the necessary funds are
available, submit in writing +to the
committes

(i) notice of changes in such rules
and ragulations which ha deens
necessary and is undertaking,

{ii} a copy of correspondence with
anocther agency if auch rules and
regulations are outside hi=
qurisdiction, including such rules and
regulations being reviewsd, and his
recommendations for modification, or

Xiii) his reasona for determining
that existing rules and regulaticna be
continued without modification.

cne or more
agricultursal

2. Upon the request of
owners of land used in
production the committes may review the
land clesssification for euch land
establizshed by the department of agricul-
ture and markets, consulting with the
diastrict soil send water conservation
office, and the county cooperative
extension service office. After such
raview, the committaee may. recommend
revisions to the classification of
specific land areas based on local soil,
land and climatic conditions to the
department of agriculture and markets.

Added L. 1971, C. 479, Sec. 2, as amended
L., 1872, €. 700, Sec. 1; L. 13980, <. 79,
Sec., 4; L. 1982, <C. 5206, Sec. 1; L.
1883, C. 146, Sec. 1.
Sec, 8303, Agricultural districts:
\pragtion

1. Any owner or owners of land may

submit a proposal to the county legislat-
ive body for the creation of an agricult-
ural district within such county.,
provided that such owner or owners own at
least five hundred acres or at least ten

parcent of the land proposed to be
inciuded in the district, whichever is
greater. Such proposal shall be

submitted in such manner and form as may
be prescribed by the commizsioner of
agriculture and merkets, shall include a
desacription of the proposed diastrict,
inciuding the boundaries thereof, and may
recommend an appropriate review period of
sither sight. twelve or twenty years.

2. Upon
proposal,

the receipt of such a
the county legislative body:

a. shall thereupon provide notice of
such propasal by publishing - notice in a
newspaper having general circulsation
within +the propoased district and by
posting such notice in five conspicuous
places within the proposed district. The
notice ashall contain the following
information:

(1) a statement that a proposal for an
agricuitural district has been filed with
the county legislaturs pursuant to this
article:

¢2) a statement that the proposal will
pe on file open to public inspection in
the county clerk’s office;

(3) a atatement that any municipality
whose territory encompasses the proposed
district or any landowner who owns at
ieast ten percent of the land vroposed to



be inciuded within the proposec modifi-
cation of the proposed district may

190

propose a modification of the proposed .

digtrict in such form and manner as may
be prescribaed by the commissicner of
agriculture and marketa:

(4} a statement that the proposed
rodification must be filed with the
county clerk and the clerk of the

county legislature within thirty days
after the publication of such notice;

atatement that at the termi-
of the +thirty day periocd, the
proposal and proposed modifications
will be submitted to the county
planning board and county agricultural
advisory committee, and thet thereafter
s pubklic hearing will be held on the
propessal, proposed modifications end
racomrmnendationsa of . the board and
committes.

{(3) =&
nation

b. shall receive any propusals for
wmodifications of such proposal which
may be submitted by such landowners or
nunicipalities within thirty days after

the publication of such notice;

<. shall, upon the termination of
auch thirty day period, refer such
proposal and proposed modifications to
the county planning boerd, which shall,
within <forty-five days, report to the
county legislative body +the potential
effect of such proposal and proposesd
modifications upon the county’'s
planning policies and objsctives:

d. shall simultaneousaly,
termination of
refer such
modifications

upon

such thirty day period,
proposal and proposed

to the agricultural
districting advisory committee, which
sghall, within forty-five days report to
the county legislative body its recom-
mendations concerning the proposal and
proposed modifications, and:

=. shall hold a
the following manner:

public hesring in

A1} The hearing shail be  held at a
place within the proposed district or
otherwise readily accessibie to the
propoaed district:

<22 The notice shall gontain the

foliowing informataon:

ta) a statement of the time,
and wlace of the public hearing;

date

i) a
districyt,

description
any

wf the propossed
proposed additions and

the

any racormrendations of the planning mocara
or adviscory committem:

(¢} a  atetament what the
hearing will be bhsld concerning:

public

(i} the oviginal proposal:;

(ii) any written emendmenta proposed
during the thirty day review pericd:

{iii} any recommendations propused by

tha agricultural districting advisory
committee and/or the county planning
boaxd.

{3} The notice shall be published in a
newspapsr heaving a general circulation
within the proposed distriet and shall be
given in writing to those municipalities
whose tervitory encompasses the proposed
digtrict and any proposed modifications,
owners of resl property within such a
proposad district or any proposad
modifications who are listed on the most
recent assessment roll, the commissioner
of agriculture and markets, the commissi-
oner of eanvironmental conservation, the
savratary of state and +the advisory
council on agriculture. .

3. The following  factors shall be
conaidered by the county planning board,
the agricultural districting advisory
committes, and at any public hesaring:

i. the wviability of active farming
within the proposed district and in areas
adjacent thereto: - ) o

viable farm
district
are not now

ii. the preaence of any
lands within the proposed
and adjacent thereto that

in active farming;

iii. the nature and extent of land
uses other than active farming within the
proposaed district and adjacent thereto:

iv. county develmpmental_ patterns and

'needﬁg and

v, any other matter which may be
relavant.

In judging wvisbility, any relevant
agricultural wviability maps prepared by
the commissioner of agriculture and
markets shall be considered, as wsll as
s0il, climate, tepography. other natural

factors, markets ior
extent and nature

farm products, the
of farm improvements,
the present status of farming, antici-
pated trendas in agricultural economic
conditions and technology, and such other
factors as may be relevant.
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4. The county legizlative body,
after receiving the reports of the
county planning board and the agricult-
ural districting advisory committee,
and after such public hearing, nay
adopt as & plan the proposal or any
modification of the proposal it deemas
appropriate, and shall adopt as part of
the plan an appropriste review periocd
of w@ither might, twelve or twenty
VEArSE. The plan as adopted shall, to
the extent feasible, include adlacent
viable farm lande, and axclude. to the
extent feasibkble, nonviable farm land
and non~farm land. The .county
iegislative body shall act to adopt or
reject the proposal, or any modificat-
ion of it, no later than one hundred
eighty days dfrom the date the proposal
was submitted to this bedy. Upon the
adoption of = plan, the county legisia-
tive body ahall submit it to the
commissionar of agriculture and
narkets. The commissioner may, upon
application by +the county legislative
body and for good cause ahown, extend
the pericd for adoption and subnission
eonce for an additional thirty daya.
Where he does so, the county legiala-
tive body may extend the period for the
report <from +the county planning board
and/or the pericd for the report from

the agricultural districting advisory
conmittee.
5, The commiassioner of agriculture

and markets shall have sixty days after
receipt of the plan within which to
certify to the county legislative body
whether the proposal, or a modification
=53 the wroposal, is eligible ifor
disgtricting, whether the area to be
districted consists pradominantly of
viapblie agricultural land, and whether
the plan of the proposed district is
femsible, and will serve the public

intsrest by assisting in mnaintaining a
viable agricultural industry within the
district and the state. The commissi-

oner of agriculture and markets shall
submit copies of such plan to the
commissionar ot environmental
conservation and to the secretary of
state, wheo shall have thirty days

within which to report their respective
determinations to the commissioner of
agriculture and markets. A copy of
such pian shall also be provided to the
advisory council on agriculture. The
commissioner of agriculturs and markets
shall not certify the plan as eligible
for districting unless,

{aj the Ccommissioner of eanviron-
rental conservation has determined that
+he area to be districted is consistent

with state anvironmental plens, policies
and objectives, and

{b) the gecretary of state, has
determined that +the districting of the
area is conaistent with state
comprehensive plans, policies and
objactives.

6. Within  sixty. daya after the
certification of the commissioner of
agriculture and markets that the proposed
sarea is eligible for districting, and

that districting would be consistent with
state environmental plans, policies and
objectives, the county legislative body
may hold a public hearing on tha plan,
except that it shall hold a .public
hearing if the plan was modified by the
commissioner of agriculture and markets
or was modified by the county legislative
body after they held the public hearing
required by paragraph e of subdiviaion
two of this section and such modification
was not considered at the original
hearing. Notice of any such hearing
shall be in @ newspaper hLaving general
circulation in the area of the proposasd
district and individual notice, in
writing, to those municipalities whose
territories enconpass the propoaed
district nodifications, the persons
owning land directly affected by the
proposed district modifications, the
copmimsioner of agriculture and markets,
the commissioner of environmental
conservation, the secretary of satate and
the advisory council on agriculture. The
proposed district, if certified without
modification by the commissioner of
agriculture and markets, shail becons
affective thirty days after the
termination of such public hearing or, if
there is no public hearing, ninaety days
after such certification unless its
creation is disapproved by the county
lggisiative body within such period.
Provided, however, that if, on a date
within the thizty days after the
termination of such public hearing or, if
there iz no public hearing, within the
ningty days after such certification, the
county legislative hody approves craation
of +the district, s=such district shall
become efifective on such deste. Provided,

further, that notwithstanding any other
provision of this subdivision, if the
commissionar of agriculture and markets

modified the proposal, the district shall
not become effective unless the county
lagislative body approves the modified
district: such approval must be given con
& date within the thirty days after the
termination of the public hearing; and
the district, if approved, shalil becone
aeffective on such date. Before approving
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or dJdisapprovaing any proposal wmodiiied

wy the commissioner of agriculture and
markats, the county legislative body
may requast reports on such modified
propogal. from the county planning
board and the agricultural districting
advisory committwe.

7. Upon tha creation of an
agricultural district, the deacription
thereof =shall be filed by the county

legislative body with the county clerk
and the commissioner of agriculture and
mnarkets. :

8, The county legislative body shall
ragview any diastrict creatsed under this
s@ction eight, twelve or twenty vears
after the date of its creaation,
consistent with the review period set
forth in the plan crgating such
district, or every eight ysars if the
diztrict was wsdopted prior to Auguyst
first. nineteen hundred eighty-three,
and at the end of svery wsight, twelve
or twanty year pericd thereafter
whichever may apply. In conducting
such raview, the ocounty legislative
ody shall ask for the recommendations
of the county planning board and the
agricultural advisory committee, and
shall, at least one hundred twenty days
prior to the end of the applicable
review psricd and not more +then one
hundred gighty days prior to such date,
hold & public hearing at a place within
the district or ctherwise readily
accessible to the distriet upon notice
in a nawapaper having - a general
circulation within the district and
individual notice, in writing, to those
municipalities whose territories
senconpass the district, the persons
cwning land within the district, the
commissionsar of agriculture and
marikets, b commissioner of
environmental conservation, the
sacretary of state, and the advisory
council on  agriculture. The county
legislative body, after receiving the
reports of the
and the agricultural districting
advisory committee and after the public
hearing, may terminate thes district at
the end of such eight, twaelve or twenty
voar period whichever may be applicable
by £iling a notice of termination with
the county clerk and the commissioner
of agriculture and mnarkets., or mnay
modify the district in thae same manner
as is provided in subdivisions four,
five, saix and seven of this section
relating to the creation of a district.
If the county legislative body does not
act. or if & modification of a district
is rejscted, the - distriect shall

county planning board .

constituted,
of agriculture
with the

continue as originally
unieszs the commnissioner
end marketa, after consultation
adviscry council on agriculture, termina-
tes such district, by Zfiling a notice

therecf with the county clerk. because:

continuance of the district
ceonsiatent with state
plans, policies, and

(a) the
would not be
anvironmental
obisctives, or

in the district iz no
predomninantly viable agricuitural
or '

(b) the area
ionger
land,

{(c) the commrissioner ofi environmental
conservation has datermined that the
continuation of the district would not be
consistent with stats snvironmental
plang, policies and objectives. or

{d} the secretary of state has
determined that +the continuance of the
district would not be consistent with
state comprehensive plans, policiss and
obyectives, except, however, if the
conmissionsr of agriculture and narkets
certifies to the county legislative body
that he will not approve the continuance
of the district unless modified, such
nodified district may be established in
the sama nanner provided in subdivision
six of this section. ’

As amended L. 1972, ©C. 712, Sec. 2: L.
L1973, €. 390, Secvs. 1-3; L. 1574, <.
552, Secs. 1,2; L. 1975, C. 464, Ssc. 4:
L. 1975, €., 718, Sec. 1 L. 1976, C.
6871, Sec. 13 L. 187a, €. 672, Sac. 1:
e 1980, €. 79, Sec. %3 L. 1983, C. 804,
Sec., 1: L. 1984, C. 326, Sec. 1. :
Sec, _304. Unigus and irrepiaceaple

agricultural iland; crestion of distvricts

1. Four yegars after the effective date
of this act, the commissioner oif
agricuiture and markets, after consulting
with the advisory council on agriculture,
may' create agricultural districts
covering any land in unite of two
thousand or.  more acres not alresady
districted under section three hundred
three, if

(a) the land encompasséd in a proposed
district is predominantly unigque and
irreplaceable agricultural land:

(b)) the commisaioner of eavironmental
conservation has determined that auch
digstrict would further state environ-
mental plans, policies and objectives:



of satate has
such proposed district
consistent with shabe

plens, ‘policies and

vo) the secratary’
determined that
would be
conprehenalve
ohiectives and

(d} tha director of the division of
the budget has given approval of the
establishment of such ares.

2. Prior to creating an agricultural
district undeyr this section, the
commigsioner of agriculture and markets
shall woTk clossly. consult  and
cooperate with local slected officials,
planning bodies, agriculture and
agripusiness intsreets, community
leaders, and other intereated groups.
The commissioner shall give primary
consideration to local needs and
desires, including local =zoning and
planning ragulations as wall as
regional and local comprehensive land
use plans. The commissioner shall file
a map of the proposed district in the
office of the clerk of any municipality
in which the propozed district is to be
lovated, and

shall provide a copy
thersof to the chief executive officer
of any such municipality and the
presiding officer of the local
governing body, and, upon reguest. to
~any other person. The commissioner

ahall publish a notice
such proposed nap and the availaebility
.of copies thereof in & newspaper of
general circulation within the area of
the proposed district, which notice
shall alsc state that a public hearing
will be held to consider the proposed
district at a specified time and at a
apacified placs gither within the
proposed district or easily accessible
to the proposed district on a dste not
less than thirty days after wmuch
publication. In addition, the
commissioner shall give notice, in
writing, of such public hearing to
persons owning land within the proposed

of the filing of

district. The commissioner shall
conduct a public hearing pursuant to
such notica, and in addition, any
person  shall have the opportunity to
prasent written comments on . the
proposed district within thirty days
after +the public hearing. aAfter due
consideration of such local needes and

desires. inciuding such testimony and
comments. if any. the conmissionsr may
affirm, modify or withdraw the proposed
district. Provided. however, that if
the commissiconer modifies the proposal
to include any land not included in the
proposal as - it reads when the public
hearing was held, the commissiconer
shall bold another public hearing, on

it

L

the seme type of published and written
notice, and with the same cpportunity for
presantation of written comnents after
the hearing. Ther the commissioner may
affirm, modify or withdraw the propoaed
digtrict, but he may not modify it to
includs lsnd not included in the proposal
upon which the sescond hsaring was held.

3. Upon auch affirmation oF
modification, & map of the district shall
be filed by the commiggionsy of -
agriculture and markets with the county
clerk of each county in which the
district or a portion thersoi is locasted
snd publication of such filing shall be

nade in a newspaper ot gensral
circulation within the district to be
ereated.  The creation of the district

siall becone sffective thirty days after
such £iling and pubklication.

4. The commissicner of agriculture =nd
narkets shall review any district created
undar this section, in consultation with

the advisory council on egriculture. the
conmrisaioner of environmental
conaervation, the mecretary of atate and
the director of the division of the
budget, eight, twelve or twenty vesrs
after the date of its creation.
consistent with the review period set

forth in the plan cresating such district

or every eight yeers if the distyxict was
adopted prier to August first, ninetsen
hundred eighty-three, and every eight.

twelve or twenty year period theresiter,
whichever may be applicable. Each such
review shall include consultations with
local elected officiale, planning bodies,
agricultural and agribusiness interest,
comnunity leaders, and other interested
groups, and shall also include a public
hearing at a specified time and at a
specified place either within the
district or easily accessible to the
proposed district, notice of such hsaring
to be published in a newspaper having
general circulation within the district.
In additien, the commissioner of
agriculturs and narikets shail give
notice, in writing, of such public
hearing te persons owning land in the
digtrict. After  any such review, the
commissioner of agriculture and markets
may modify such district so as to axclude

land which is no longer predeominantly
unigue and irrepleceable agricultural
land or teo include additional such land.
provided:

{a) such wmodification would serve the
public intersst by assisting in maintain-
ing a viable agricultural industry within
the district and the state:
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(bl tha
meEntal

Commissioner of &environ-
consgrvation haz determined that

such noudification would further state
environmental plans, policies and
ohijsctives:

{c} the secratary of satete has

detsrmined that such modification would
be consistent with state compreshensive
plans, policies and cbjesctives; and

id) such
spproved
division of

modification
the
the
if

been

director of the
budget; provided,
further, that the commissicner of
agriculture and markets modifies the
district to inciude additiconal land, he
shall hold another public hearing, on
the same type of published and written
notice. Then the commissiconer may
again modify or dissclve the district,
But he may not modify it te include
land not included in the proposed
modifications upon which the second
hearing was held. After any suth
review the commissiconer of agriculture
and marketa, after consultation with
the advisory council on agriculturse,
shall dissolve any such dieptrict if (&)
the land within the district is no
longer predominantly unigue and
irreplaceable agricultural land or )
the comhissioner of environmental
conservation has determined that the
continuation of the district would not
further state environmental plans,
policies and wobrectives, or (g} the
secretary of state has determined that
the continuation of the district would
be inconsistent with state comprehen-
sive plans, policies and cobjectives. A
medification or dissolution of a
district shall become effective in the
s&me manner as is  provided for in
subdivision three of this section,
eucept that in the case of dissclution,
a notice of dissclution shail be filed
instead of a map.

has
by

As.amendéd L. 712, Sec. 3:

ie72, <., L.
13974, €. 864, Sac. l; Le 137%, €. 4G4,
Sec. H .. 1980, ©. 79, Sec., 513 [
i383, €. 804, Sec. 2y L. 1984, . 326,
Sec. 2.
F04-a. Determination of agricultural
value
1. &, Agriculture valus pér ascres
shall be determined annually by the
state board of  equalization and
assessment by ascerteining the average
valus per acre of lands used in
agricultural production in HNew York

classiTiciTion
department of

state uWusing the land

system developed by the
agriculture and wsrkets and =& capital-
ization of incomg method which usss a
capitalizaticon rate egual tv the annpual
five year average effective interest rate

on new federal land bank loang made 1n
the Springfield federal  land bank
district for the five year period

immediately preceding
agricultural values

ths year for which
are being determined
and zconomic profiles developed. by the
state board of sgualization and assess-~
ment. Separate desterminations may be
made, where deensd appropriete, for
differsnt areas of the stste.

b: The state board of egqualization and
assessment, during development of the
agricultural values, mnay raks suitabls
adyustmentsa to the sconomic data used in
the income capitalizstion corputation
consistent with +the index oifi prices
recsived by farm units for agricultuyral
products and pricgs paid for gqoods,
services and commadities essential to thse

production of thosa agricultural
products, data published by the United
States department of wagriculture with

reaspact to its index
valus per acre of farm
sucih cther data as may
including sale prices for
agricultural use as commercial
such sales are reescnably
value of such land
PUYPOBES.

numnbars of average

real sstats and
pe appropriate.

land sold for
units, if
reiated to the
used for agricultural

c. Determination of agriculture value
per acre shall be made following a review
of comments and recommendations by the
advisory council on agriculture and after
a public¢ hearing by <the state Loard of
egqualization and assessment or its duly
dasignated representative. In making its
determination. the state board of
agualization and assessment shall:

(i) descripe the wmanner in which it
has implemented the income capitalization
methodology, including any adjustments it
has made to the agricultural economic
data;

{2) ra=spond to any recommendations
made by the advisory council on agricul-
ture, stating which recommendations it
has adopred, and thé reasons for which it
may have disregarded any recomnmendations:
and

{(3) specify any changes nade - as a
resuit of informaticon provided at the
public hearing conducted pursuant to this
paragraph.



d. The state board of sgualization
and apsessnent shall annualiy certify
its determination of agricuitural value

per acre te the assessor of each
assessing unit.

2. a. The state board of
egualization arnd asgessmnent shall
prowulgate Tules establishing the
methodology - for implementation. of
subdivisions one and two of this

section, after consulting witih the New
York state college of agriculture and
life sciences at Jornell university,
the department of agriculture and
markets, financial ingtitutions,
farming and agricultural business
rapresentatives, Gthers directly
knowledgeable about agricultural
sconomnic data and following @ review of
comments and recommendations of the
advisory council on agriculturs. Such
ruies shall inciude =& description of
the types of agricultural economic data
and the methods for their compilation
and computation for development of the
sconomnic profiles and a delineation of
the process to be followed in apwiving
the income capitalization method.

b. Agricultural sconomic data on
which to base the sconomic profiles
shall be gathered by the New York state
colliege of agriculture and life
sciences at <Cornell university, the
erop raporting service of the New York
atate department of agriculture and
markeats and such other sources as may
be appropriate. consistent with the
types of data and methods set forth for
the income capitalization methodology.

3. a. It 2hall be the responsibility
of the commissioner of agriculture and
markets to establish a Land
clesgification system based on soils
productivity and capability which takes
into account climatic conditions. in
e doindg, the commissiocner shall foszter
participation by agricultural
districting advisory committees,
district soil and
‘walter conservation
cooperative

comrmrittees; and the
extension service and
consuit with other state agencies,
asppropriate federal AQENCiES,
runicipalities, the New York state
college of agriculture and life
sciences at Cornell university and farm
organizatioms,

b, The dinitial lend classification
system shall be promulgated by rule by
the commissioner following a review of
conments  and recommendations of  the
advisory ocouncil on agriculture and
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after a public hearing. In making any
sukbssguent revisions to the land
clagsification syvetem +the comrissioner

may, in his discretion. conduct a public
hesaring. The commissicner shall certify
to the state board of egualization and
assassment the initial land clessi-
fication system and any subsegusnt
revisions thereto.

¢. The commissioner shall prepare such
materials ag may be needed for the
utilization of +the land classification
system and provide assistance | to
landowners and local officials in its
uSE.

t. &. In carrying out +their responsi-
bilities under this section., the state
board of squalizaticn and assessment and
the commissioconer shall heep the advisory
eguncil on agriculture fully apprised of
matters relating to its duties and
responsibilities.

ke In doing =0 the state board of
sgualization and assewsnent and the
gommisgionagr shall provide, in a timely
mInner ., any materials needed by the
advisory council on agriculture to carry

ocut its responsibijities under this
section.

Added L. 1980, €. 79, Sec. 7.

Zec. 309, Agricultural districts;
eifects

1. Agricultural value assessments.

a., Any owner of land used in
agricultural producticn within an
agricultural district sheall be eligible
for an aaricultural value assessment’

pursuant to this section. If an applicant
owning not less than ten acres rents land
from another for use for agricultural
production, the gross sales value of the

zaricultural products produced on such
rentad land shall be added to the gross
sales wvalue of agrigultural products

produced on the land of the applicent for
purposes of determining eligibility for
an agricultural value assessment on the
land of +the applicant. Such assessment

ahall e granted only upon an anpnual
application by the owner of sueh land on
a form prescribed by the state board of

etualization anc assassmnent ., The
spplicant shall furnish to  the assessor

such information as the state board of
sgualization and azsesanent shall
require, inciwding land classification

information pregaved for his land used in
agriculitural production by +the soil and




watear
his

filed
tLown,

conservation district office in
county. Such spplication ehall be

with the assessor of the city,.

village or county having tha
power Lo assess property for taxsation
on or basfore the appropriste taxable
status date of such city. town, village
ox county. If the sssessor is
astisfied the applicant is
entitled agricultural wvalus
ALPESSMENT , he ashall approve the
application and the land shall be
" assessed pursuant to this ssction. The
assessor shall not less than ten days
priox to the date for hearing
complaints in relation to assessments
mail tow each applicant, who has
inciuded with his application at least
one self-addressad, pre-paid envelope,
a notice of the approval or denial of
the application. Such notice shall be
on & form prescribed by the state bosard
of egualization and assessment which
shall indicate the manner in which the
total assessed value is apportioned
among the varioua portiona of the
property subject to agricultural
assessment and those other portions of
the property not eligible for
agricultural assessment as determined
for the tentative assessment roll and
the latest final  assesament
Failure +to mail eny such notice or
failure of the owner +to receive the
sSaAnG shall not prevent thes levy,
" collection and enforcement of the
cayment of +the taxes on such real
proparty.

that

to an

b. That portion of the value of land
utilized {for agricultural production
within ean agricultural district which
repragsents an excess above the agricul-
tural value ceiling a5 determined in
accordance with this subdivigion shall
not be subject to real property
tanation. Such excess amount if nay
shall be entered on the assesament roll
in such manner as sghall be prescribed
by the state board of egualization and

- assesgment . :

c. (1) {(A) Except ag provided in
clause (B} of this subparagraph, the
assesasor shall utilize the agricultural

value per acre as ocertified by the
astate board in determining the amount
of the assessment of farm lands

@ligible for agricultural valus assess-
ments under this article by multiplying
it by the number of acres of land
utilized for agricultural production
and adiyusting such result by applica-
tion of +the latest state equalization
rate or 8 special egualization rate as
may be sstablished and certified by the
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roll.

state board for the
the agricultural
te this peragraph.

purpose of computing

value ceoliling pursuant
This resulting amount

shall be the agricultural value ceiling
for such lands: and

{(B) in tha case of vineyards and
orchards, the sssessor shall compute the
'agricultural value ceiling as provided in
clause {A) of this subparagraph,
provided, however, that starting with

assessment rolls prepared on the basia of
tanable

status datss ococurring on or
atfter Jenuary first, nineteen hundred
@ighty-six, where a vineyard or orchard

is newly planted
January firat,

or replanted between
nineteen hundred eighty
and January first, nineteen hundred
eighty-nine, the assesgsor shall reduce
the agricultural value certified by the
state board of egualizstion and
agsesament as being attributable to the
fruit trees and grapevines in accordance
with the following scheduile!l

Yaar Percentage
1 90
2. 89
.3 &0
4 <0
=1 29
{ii) Where this latest state

egualization rate sxceeds one hundred, or
where a special egqualization rate which
vwould otherwise be established for the
purposes of this section would exceed one

hundred, a special egualization rate of
one hundred shall be established and
certified by the state board for the

purposes of this section.

{11i) Where
rate has been

s spacial
established

equalization
and certified

by the state hoard for the purposes of
this paragraph, the assessor is directed
and authorized to racomrpute the
agricultural valus ceiling on the
assaessment roll by applying such special’
egqualization rate inatead of the lateat
state egualization rate in computing the
agricultural value ceiling, and to make
the appropriate correcticons on the
agsessnent roll, aubject to the

provisions oi title tweo of article twelve
of the real property tax law.

d. If any land within
district utilized for
production is converted to
than agricultural praoduction, sach
appropriate taxing jurisdiction shall
compute an amount ascertained by applying
the applicable tax rate for sach of the
preceding five vears to the excess amount

an agricultural
agricultural
a use other



et

oi assessed
set forth

valuation of such land as
on thes assessment rolls for

such vear as provided for in paragraph
a and b of this subdivision. Such
amount shall be the roli-back taxes to
be levied =and collectad on the first
assessnent roll prepared subseguent to
such conversion in the same manner and
at the same time as cother taxea. If
such converted land constitutes only a
portion of a parcel described on the
assasshent roll, the assessor shell ap-
portion the aasesament of such parcel
on the first assessment rvoll prepared
subszeguent t¢o the conversion and enter
the apporticned amount attributable to
the portion converted as a separately
azsessed parcel on the assessment roll.
Such apportionment shall be made for
vach of the years to which roll-back
taxes apply. The assessor shall also
apportion the agricultural value ceil-
ing applicable +to such parcel for =ach

of the years to which roll-back taxes
apply. The difference between auch
apportioned assessment of the portion

converted and such epportioned agricul-
tural value ¢eiling attributable there-
to shell constitute the excess amount
of value to which roll-back taxes shall
apply for each applicable yaar.

Roll-back taxes shall be levied and
collected on the first assessment roll
prepared subseguent +to such conver=ion
in the same manner and at the same time
as other +taxes are imposed sand levied
on such roil.

Provided, however, that in the event

that auch land or any portion theraot
is converted toe a wuse other than
agricultural production by virtue of

cil or gas exploration.
extraction activity or by virtue of a
takina by eminent domain or other
inveluntary proceeding, except a tax
sale, such land or any portion thereof
a0 converted to uses other than
agricultural production shall not be
subject to roll-back taxes. In the
avent the iand so converted to a use
other than agricultural production
constitutes only a portion of a parcel
described on the assesament roll, the
assesaor shall apportion the
assessment, and enter the portion so
converted as a separately assessed
parcel on the appropriste portion of
the assessment roll. The assessor
shall adjust the agricultural ' value
ceiling attributable to the portion of
the parcel not subject to  auch
conversaion by subtracting the
proportionate part of the agricultural
valiue ceiling attributable to the

development, or

portion so converted. Provided further
that land within an agricuitural district

and eligible for an agricultural value
assessment shall not be considered to
have been converted to a use other than
agricultural production sclely due to the

conveyance of oil and gas rights
associated with that land.
e. In connection with any district

created under section three hundred four
of this article, the state shall provide
asaistance to each taxing juriadiction in
an amount egual to one-~half of the tax
loss that results from reguests for
agricultural value assessments in the
distriect. The amount of such tax loas
shall be computed annualily by applying
the applicable tax rate +to an amount
computed by subtracting the agricultural
value assessment from the assessed valuse
of the property on the assessment roll
completed and filed prier +to July first.
nineteen hundred seventy-one, taking into
consideration any change in the level of
asgessment. The chief fiscal officer of
a taxing jurisdiction entitled +to state
assistance under this article shall make

application for such assistance +to the
state boasrd of equalization and
assessment on a form approved by such

board and containing such
the board shall reguire. Jpon approval
of the application by such board, such
assistance shall be apportioned and paid
to such taxing jurisdiction on the audit
and warrant of the state comptrollier out
of moneys appropriated by the legiaslasture
for the purposase of thia article;
provided, however, that any such
assistance payment shall be reduced by
one-half ths amount of any roll-backs
lavied under paragraph a of this
subdivision for land in any district
created under section three hundred four
of this article, unless one-half the
amount of such roll-backs have already
been used to reduce a previous assistance
payment under this paragraph £.» ‘

information as

£. Notwithetanding any inconsistent
general, special or local law te the
contrary, if a natural disaster, act of
God, or continued adverse weather

conditions shall destroy the agricultural
production and such fact is certified by

the cooperative extension servige and, as
a result, such production does not
produce @ gross average sales wvalue of

ten thousand doliars or more, the owner
may nevertheless gualify for an agricul-
tural value assesament provided the ocwner
shall substantiate in such manner as

#Sco in original.

Probably should read

e,




prescribed by the state board of
egualization and assessment that the
agricultural production initiated on
such land would have produced an
average gross sales wvalue of ten
thousand dollars or more but for the
natural disaster, act of God or

continued adverse weather conditions.

2. Limitation on
No local

local regulation.
governmnent shall exercise any

of its powers to enact local laws or
crdinancss within an agricultural
district in a manner which would

unreasonably restrict
structures or

or regulate farm
farming practices in
contravention of the purposes of the
act unliess such regtrictions or
regulaticns bear a direct relationship
t&o the public health or safoty.

. 3. Policy of s=state agencies. It
shall be the policy of all state
agenciea to sencourage the maintenance
of viable farming in agricultural
districts and their administrative

rvegulations and- procedures shall bhe
modifisd +to this end insofar as is

consistent with the promotion of public

nealth and  safety and with the
provisions of any fedaral statutes,
standards., criteria, rules,
regulations, or policies, and any other
regulirsments of faderal agencias,

including provisions applicable only to
obtaining {federal grants, loans, or
cother funding.

4., Limitation on +the exercise of
aminent domain and on the advance of
public funds.

2. Any agency of the stats, any

public benefit corporation or any local

government which intends +to acguire
land or any interest therein, provided
that the acquisition from any ones
actively operated farm within the
district would be in excess oif ten
acres or that the total acguisition

within the district woulid be in excess
of one hundred acres, or which intends
to advance a grant, loan, interest
subsidy or - other funds within a
district for the construction of
dwellings, commarcial or industrial
fucilities. water or sewer facilities
to serve non-farm structures, shall at
isast thirty days prioer to such action
file a notice of intent with the
‘Commissionsr of agricultura e
markets, containing such information
and in such manner and form as he may
reguire. Such notice of intent shall
contain a report tustifying the
proposad action including an svaluation
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of alternatives which would not reguire
action within the agricultural district.

b. Upon receipt of such notice, the
commissioner of agriculture and markets
shall thereupon forward s copy of such

notice teo +the commissioner of environ-
mental conservation, the secretary of
stmte and the advisory council on agri-
culture. The commissiconer of agriculture
apd markets,. in consulitation with the
commissionsr of environmental conserva-
tion, the s=secretary o state and the
advisory oouncil on agriculturs, shall
review the proposed action *o determine
what the effect of such action would be
upen the presservation and sesnhancement of
agriculture and agricultural resources
within the district, state snvironmental
plans, policies and cbjectives, and state

comprehensive plans, . policies and
shiectives.

. If the commissionsr of agriculturs
and markests finds that such proposed

action might have an unreascnably adverse
effect upon such goals., rescurces, plans,
pelicies or objectives, the commissioner
ghell issue an ordey within such thirty
day period to such agency, corporation or
government directing such agency.
corporation or government not to take
‘such action for an additional period of
sixty davs immediately following such
thirty day period.

d. During
period, the
and markets

such additional sixty day
commissioner of agriculture
shall hold a public hearing
concerning such proposed action at a
place within the district or otherwise
gasily accessible to the district upon
notice in & newspaper having a genaral
circulation within the district, and
individual notice, in writing, to the
municipalities whose territories
encompass the district, the commissioner
of envivonmental conservation, the
secretary of state, the advisory council
on agriculture and the - agency,
corporation or government propesing to
take such action. On or before the
conciusion of such additional sixty day
period, the commissioner of agriculture
and markets shall report his findings to
the agency, corporation or government
proposing to  take such action, to any
public agency having the power of review
of or approval of such action, and in a
manner conducive to the wide dissemi-
nation of such findings, to the public.

=. The commissioner oi agriculture and
markets may request the attorney general
+o bring an action to eriloin  any such
agency, corporation or dgovernment from



viclating any of the provisions of thia
subdivision.

f. This subdivision shall not apply
to any smergency project which is
immediately necessary for the
protection of life or propertiy.

S. Limitation on
benefit assessments or
valorem levies
districts or

power to impome
special ad

in certain improvament
benefit areas. Within
improvement districts or areas deemed
benefited by town improvements for
sewer, water, lighting, non-farm drain-
age, solid  waste dispesal or other
landfill operations, no benefit asseas-
ments or special ad valorem levies may
be imposed on land used primarily for
agricultural production within . an
agricultural diatrict on the basia of
frontage, acreage, or value, except a
lot not excaading cne-half acre
surrounding any dwelling or non-farm
structures Jlogated on said land unless
such benefit assessments or ad valcorem
levies warea imposed prior to the
formation of the agricultural district.

As amended L. 1972, C. 712, Sec. 4: L.

i973, C. 232, Secs. 1, 2: L. 1974, C.
169, Sec. 1: L. 1975, C. 464, Sec. 6;
L. 13975, G. 717, Sec. 1; L. 1976, C.

376, Sec. 1i: L. 1978, C. &&3, Sec. 1;

.. 1979, C. 266, Sec. 2z L. 1980, C.
738, Sec. 9; L. i381, . 846, Sec. 22:
L. 1982, ¢, 554, Sec. 1; L. 1983, C.

443, Sec. 1; L. 1985, C. 280, Sec. 23;
L. 1385, €. 816, Sec. 1.

Sec, 306, Aqricultufal lands outside of

. any such commitment, to a use

districta; agricultural valusg
agssssments

1. Any owner of
agricultural producticon may
commitment on a form to be prescribed
by the state board of esgqualization and
aszsessment te continue to use such land
erclunively for agricultural production
for the next succeeding eight years.
If{ an applicant owning neot less than
ten acres rents land from ancther for
uss  for agricultural production, the
gross sales value of the agricultural
products produced on such rented land
shall be added to the gross sales value
of agricultural preducts produced on
the land of the applicant for purposss
of determining eligibiiity for an

land used in

make a

agricultural value assessment on the
land of the applicant.
Such commitment shall be f£filed

annualliy with the county clerk of the
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county in which such land is located. at
a time and in a manner to be prescribed
by the state board of egqualization and.
assessment, and shall entitle such land
to be asassessed for real property tax
purposes pursuant to paragraphs a, b and
f of subdivision one of zecticn three
fiundred five of this article as if such
land were in an agricultural district.

2. In the event any part of such land
is converted by such owner or by any
subseguent owner, during the period of
other than

for agricultural production, such
conversion shall conatitute a breach of
commitment and ahall disgualify all of

the land subject to such commitment from
being entitled to an agricultural value
assessment, and shall subiject all of the
land sublect to such commitment to an
additional amount in compensation for the
pricr benefits = of agricultural value
assessments, egual to twe times the taxes
determined in the vyear following the

breach of commitment for all of the land
pravicusly under commitment. This amount
shall be added by the local taxing

jurisdiction to the taxes determined for
that year, and, when levied, shall become
a tax lien on such land. Provided,
however , that in the event that such land
or any portion thereof is converted to a
usa other than agricultural production by
virtue of oil or gas exploration,
devaeiopmnant., or extraction activity or by
virtue of a tsking by eminent domain or
other inveluntary preoceeding, except a
tax sale, such activity or inveluntary
conversion of such land or any portion
thereof to uses cther than agricultural
production shall not constitute a breach

of commitment. In the event the land
involuntarily converted o a @ use other
than agricultural production, or
converted to oil or gas exploration,
development, or axtraction activity
constitutes only a portion of a parcel
described on the assessment roll, the

assesscr shalil
and snter
separately
appropriate
rall. The
agricultural

apportion the assessment,
the portion so converted as a
assessad parcel on the
porticon of the adsessment
assessor shall adiust the
valus ceiling attributable
to the portion of the parcel not subject
to such conversion by subtracting the
proportionate part of the agricultural
value ceiling attributable to the portieon
s0 converted. And provided further that
Jand for which a commitment i1is filed
pursuant to this section shall not be
considered to have been converted +to a
use other than agricultural production
solely due to the conveyance of oii and
gas rights assgciated with that land.




3. Upon the
tural lands

incliusion of agricul-
subject to a pre-existing
commitment in an agricultural district
formed pursuant to saction three
hundred threa, such commitment ahall
bpecome null and void eand provisions of
section. three hundred five shall be
contrelling. Upon such inclusion, the
ouner of auch land shall file a
cartificate of cancellation with the
county clerk, Such certificate of
cancellation shall be filed in the same
manner and place as the commitment was
filed. :

As amended L. 1972, €. 712, Sec. 4; L.
1373, €., 232, Sec. 33 L. 1976, C. 576,

Sscs. 2, 3 L. 1980, <. 79, Sec. 11:
L. 1981, €. 846, Sec. 23; L. i9ez, <.
Sed, Sge. 2; L. 1983, C. 804, Sec. 3;

L. 1984, ¢. 326, Sec. 3.

Sec. 307,

Promulgation of rules and
ragulations

The state board of egualization and
assessment and the commissioner of
agriculture and markets ara each

enpowered to promulgate such rTules and
regulations and to prescribe such forms

as @ach shall deem necessary to
ef fectuate the PUurposes of this
article, and the cormisaioner of

agriculture and markets is further
enmpowered to promulgate such rules and
regulations as are necessary to provide
for +the reasonable consolidation of
edisting agricultural districts with
new agricultural districts or with
cther existing districts undergoing
modification pursuant to subdivision
#ight of aection three hundred three of
this article. Where a document or any
other paper or information is required,

by such rules and regulations, or by
any provigion of this article, to be
filed with, or by, a county clerk or

any other local official, such.clerk or
other local official may file such
document, paper, oxr information as he
deems proper, but he shalill also file or
record it in any manner directed by the
state board of equaliization and
assessment, by rule or regulation. In
promulgating such a rule or regulation,

such board shall consider, among any
cther relevant factors, the need for
security of land tities, the

reguirement that purchaser of land know
of all potential tax and penalty
liabilities,., and the desirability that
the searching of titles not be further
complicated by the establishment of new
sets of record books.
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As amended L. 1972, C. 712, Sec. 4: L.

1%80, C. 73, Sec. 12: L. 1984, <. 326,
Sec. 4.
S8c. 209, Advisory counegil on
agriculture

1. There =shall be eateblished within
the department the advisory council on
agriculture, to sdvise and nahke
recommendations to the atate agencies on
state govsrnment plans, policies and
prograns affecting agriculture, as

outlined below, and in such areas as its
experience and studies may indicate to be

appropriate. The department of
agriculture and markets shall provide
necaessary secretariat and suppeort

services to the council.

2. The advisory council on agriculture
shall consist of nine membars appointed
by the governor with the advice and
consent of the senste, selected for their
experience and expertise related to areas
of council responesibility. At least five
rambers of the council shall be cperators
of a4 commercial farm enterprise. The
balance of the council shall be comprised
of representatives of busingss or
inatitutions related to agriculture.
Menbers shall be appointed for a term of
three years and nmnay serve until their
succassors are chosen provided, however,
that of the members first appointed,
threa shall serve for a term of one year,
three shall serve for a term oi two
yvearas, and three shall aserve for a term
of three vyears. Members shall serve
without salary but shall be entitled to
reimbursement of their ordinary and
nhecsssary travel expenses. The méembers
of the council shall slect a chairman.

3. The duties
the adviscry

and responsibilities of
council < on agriculiture as

they pertain to agricultural districts
shall include, but not be limited to,
preoviding timely advice, -comments and

recommendations to the commissioner in

regard to!

a, the establishment of agricultural
districts;

b. the eight yvyeaear review of
agricultural districts: and

c. the establishmnent of and any
subsegquent revision to “the land
classification system used in connection
with the

determination of agricultural
values. ’ '
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The commissioner may delegate to the
council suchk additional duties and
responsibilities as he deens necassary.

4. The duties and responsibilities
of the advisory couneil on agriculture
as they pertain to the establishment of
agricultural values shall include, but

not be limited to, providing timely
advice, comments and recommendations to
the states board of equalization and

assessment in regard to:

a. the rules for the implementation
cf the income capitalization method of
establishing agricultural valuea:

b. agricultural economic data and
their utilization in the developnent of
economic profiles: and

c. agricultural
their promulgation.

valuesa prior to

The atate
assessment may delegate to
such additional duties and reasponsi-
bilities as it deems nacessary in the
sstablishment of =zgricultural values.

the council

3. The council

advisory on
agriculture shall adviss the
commissioner and other state agency
heads on state governmaent plans,

policies and programs affecting farming
and the agricultural industry of this
astate, Concerned state agencies ghall
be encouraged to establish a working
relationashkip with the council and shall
fully cooperate with the council in any
reguests it shall make.

6. The advisory council on
agriculture may ask other individuals
to attend its mestings or work with it
on  an cccasional or regular basis
provided, however, that it shall invite
participation by the chairman of the
state soil and water ,conssrvation
committee and +the dean of the New York
state college of agriculture and life
sciences at Cornell university. The
advisory council on agriculture shall
set the time and place of ita nestings,
and shall hold at least four mestings
rer year.

7. The advisory council on
agriculture shall file a written report
to the governor and the legiszlature by
April first each vyear concerning its
activities during the previous year and
its program expectations for the
succeading year.

Added L. 1980, .74,

Sec, 13.

board of equalization and.

iFor a detailed discussion of the
creation process, refer to Agricultural

Pistricts Program Handboolk, N.Y.S.

Department of Agriculture and Markets,
Albany, New York, 1S882.

2For those readers who are intevested in

a complete deocumentation of the
Agricultural District Law including the
original text as well as subaseguent
amendments please refer to McKinney’s

Consolidated Laws of New York-Annotated,
Booi2B: Agriculture and Markete Law,
West Publishing Company, St. Paul,
Minnescta. i872. The original text as
wall a&s amendments can be found in
MocHinney’s Session  Laws of New York for
the vears 1971 (Chapter 479>, 1972
(Chapters 700 and 712), .1973 {Chapters
232 and 390), 1974 (Chapters 169, SS52,
and 854), 1975 <(Chapters 464, 717, and
718}, 1976 (Chapters 576, 671, and &72),
1978 <(Chapters 241 and 663), 1979
{(Chapter 266}, 19890 (Chapter 79}, 1481
(Chapter 846), 1982 <(Chapters 520 and
546}, 1983 (Chapters 146, 443, 8904, and
8663, 1984 (Chapter 326), 1985 (Chapters
280 angd 816).




Puibiic Heaith Law

- Sec. 1300-c.
Hotwithstanding any
law, the
conducted
seetion six

Farming activities.
other vrovision of
agricultural activities

a farm, as defined imn

tundred seventy-one of the
lapoy law, shall not be considered a
private nuisance, provided such
agricultural activities were commended
prior +wo the surrcunding activities,
have not increassed substantially in
magnitude or intensity and have not
bsen determined to be the cause of
conditions dangerous to life or health
as determined by the commissioner. the
iocal health officer or local board of
health purauant to sections thirteen
hundred, thirteen hundred-a, thirteen
hundred three and thirteen hundred four
of this chapter.

on

L. 1284, C. $86, 5. 1300-c,;

APPENDIX A

Re=al Property Tax Law
aArticle 12 State Equalization Rates
Title 2
Special Equalization Rates

Sac .,

122¢. Pafinitionsa,

1222, Special egqualization rates:
state assossments.

1224. Special equalization rates;
cetlings or local assessment
limitations: alternative
veterans exemption.

1226. Special egualization rTatas:
tax apportionment.

1228. Certification of change in
level of assegssment factors

for certain exemptions.

See, 1220, Definitions
i, "Changse

meansg the

decreoasy

in level of assessment”
net percentage increass or
in the assesssad valuation of
taxable real wDroperty in an asssssing
unit, cther than increaaes or decreases
in the assessed valuation of special
franchises, +transportation properties
of railroad subilect to a ceiling
assessnent, wholly exempt properties,
and other than increases or decreases
in wvalue attributable to physical or
guantity changes in the property.

2. “"Chanqe
factor™ neans

in level  of azsesszsment
a muitiplication factor

which represents the change in level of.

assesasnent.
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‘3. "Hateraai change in lavel of
assessment” means a change in  level of
asaesament of two percent or more in any

ons Year.

4. “"Phvsical or guantity change" means
but shall not be limited to either an
increase in assessed value from the prior
roil resulting from new construction,
property annaxed from another assessing
unit, and ths addition of property
omittad from the prior roii, or a
decrease in assesssad value irom the orior
roll resulting from fire, democlition, and
the deletion of duplicate parcels from
the roll. A physical or guantity change
doss not result {from the splitting or
merging of parcels.

Sec. 1222.  Special egualizstion rates;

(A) If the astate board finds that
there has been a material change in level
of asssessment since the establishment of
the latest state egualization rate, it
shall detesrmine and certify a special
egqualization rate for purposes of the
assessnent of spaecial freanchises and the
egualization of assessments of taxable
state lands. The state board ashall
adjuat the assessments affected by thia
special egqualization rate and shall
notify the appropriate assessor and
county director of real property tax
services. '

(B Upon vreceipt of the notice of a
special egualization rate referred to in
paragraph (A) of +this subdivision., the
ASSSBEHOT shall maike the appropriate
changes on the assessment roll. If the
notice is received after the filing of
the final assessment roll but at least
ten days prior to the last day szet by law
for the first levy of taxes on that roll,
+the asseasor shall notify the person or
persons having custody and control of the
roll of the changes to be made thereto
and shall provide that person or those
porsons with a oopy of the notice
received by the assessor from the state
board. The person or persons shali enter
the changes on the roll and affir the
notice from the state board,

(C) If the
ofificial is
appropriate

jocal
the

other
nake

SBEOESOY
unable to
changes within the time
provided in paragraph (B) of this
subdivision, and those changes would have
increased the taxable assessed value, the
assesspry shail determine the amount of
assessed valuation which was not subject
to such tax levy and shamll enter that

(=24



amount on the assesasment
succeeding vear in the
for the entry of

roil of vThe
RBNNer provided
omitted raal Property
in section five hundred fifty~one of
this chapter. If +those changes would
decrease the assessed value, correction
shall be wade in accordance with +the
provisions of titie three of article
five of this chapter.

2. If the atate
there has been a

board finds that
changa in level of
assessment, other than a nmaterial
change in level of assessment, since
the establishment of the latest state
equaiization rate, it shall determine
and certify a special egualization rate
for assessment Purposes i¥ it can do so
not later than ten days prior to the
iast date set by law for the levy of
taxes. The state bosrd shall thereupon
adjust the assessments affected by such
special rate and shall notify the
aasessor and county director of real
property tax services. Upon receipt of
this notice, the assess0r or other
logcal official having custody and
control of +the assessment roll shall
make the appropriate changes on the
assessment roll, as provided in
paragraph (B) of subdivision oneg of
this section.

Sec. 1224. Spociasl equalization rates;
ceilings or local ansessnent
iimitations: alternative vetorans
exemption

i. Where the state board is
authorized or directed by law +to

detesrmine special equalization rates or
Change in level of assessment factors
for an assessment ceiling or other
assessment limitation snd there has
been a material change in level of
assessment., the board shall determine
and certify the appropriate special
equailization rates or change in level
of assessment factor and shall notify
the assessor and the county director of
real property taxn services. The
amgessor shall recompute the ceilings
or assessments on any properties
affected by such rates.

2., If the cailing or assessment
limitation as determined prior to the
application of the special equalization
rate or changs in level of assessment
factor excéeded the local assessed
valuation., the assessor shall make no
change in the taxable assassed valiue of
property subiect +to the ceiling or
local assossment limitation. If the
ceiling or assessment limitation prior

o

w

to appiication of the special rate or
change in lievel of assessment factor was
less than the locail asgessed valuation,
after recomputing the ceiling ar
assessment limitation, the assessor shall
amend the assensment roll by entering as
the tazable ascessed vaiue the lesser of:
(I} the now ceiling or iimitation and
(il the iccal assessed vaiuation.

3. The proviaiona of thia section
ahall apply to forest iands subject to an
assesament coeiling pursuant to section
four hundred eighty of this chapter,
forest lends certified as eligible tracts

for exemptiocn purpoges oif section four
hundred eighty-A of this chapter.
railroad real property entitled +o a

railroad ceiling pursuant to title two-a
or title two-b of article four of this
chapter, +the assessment of oil and gas
riahts pursuant to title five of article
five of this chapter, reforested lands
subject to an assessment ceiling putsuant
o section two hundred nineteen of the
ccunty law., and to real eroparty entitied
to an agricultural value ceiling pursuant
to the agriculture snd markets law.

4. If the state board finds that there
has been a material change in level of
sesessnent since the estsblishment of the
latest state equalization rate, it shall
determine and certify a special
equalization rate for alternative
veterans exemption puTboses pursuant to
section four hundred fifty-eight-a of
this chapter but in no event shall such
special equalization rate eaxceed one
hundred,

Sec. 1226. Spvecial egqualization rates;

tax apportionment

i. If the state board finds that there
has bheen a material change in level of
assessment in a town or city smince the
last state eqgualization rate was
established, it shall determine and
Certify a special equalization rate for
tax apportionment purposas to the
district superintendent of schools for
use in the aspportionment of school taxes
as provided in section thirteen hundred
fourteen of this chapter.

2. If the
last stats
inequitabie
within = school

atate board finds that the

@gualization rate is
rart of a town or city

district or speocial
district, it shall determine = apecial
sgqualization rate for such part and
shall furnish such rate to thae district
superintendent of schools or the clerk of
the county legislative body, as the case

for




may be; provided that with respect to
levies on behalf of special districts,
the same be certified at least fifteen
days priocr to the last date set by law
for such ievy.

3. If the state board finds that the
latest state egualization rate ior a
town is inequitable fer the town or
part thersof located in a village which
has adopted a local law pursuant to
gubdivision three of section fourteen
hundred two of this chapter, it shall
determine a special sgualization rate
and furnish such rate to the clerk of
the viilage board of itrustees.

Sec. 1228. Certification of change in

aeval of assessment factors for gertain
exemptions

Where the state board ia authorized
or directed by law to certify a chandge
in level of assessment for adjiuvstment
by the assessor of & maximur taxable
asseased value of partially exempt real
property, it shall do so in the same
nanner and subject to the same
limitations as provided in section
twelve hundred twenty-four of this
title for the determination of special
egualization rates for ceiling
pUrpOSeS.

L. 1985, C. 280, Sec. €.
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ALEBANY  518-765-3550
Martin Rd.

Voorheesville 12i86

ALLEGANY 7i6-268-7644
R.D. 1, Box 226
Beimont 14813

BROOME 607-772-895%3
&840 Front St.
Binghamton 13905-1542

CATTARAUGUS 716-699-2377
Parkside Dr.
Ellicottville

CAYUGA 315-2535-1183
248 Grant Ave.
Auburn 13021

CHAUTAUQUA 716-664-9502

R.D. 2, Turner Rd.
Jamestown 14701-9608
CHEMUNG 607 -734-4453

425 Pennaylvania Ave.
Elmira 14904

CHENANGOQ 607-334-9971
93 N. Breoad St.
Norwich 13815

CLINTON S518-5361-7450

0ld Court House Rldg.
Plattsburyg 123901

COLUMBIA Hig-828-33456
Rt. o6, R.D. 1
Hudson 12534

CORTLAND &Q7-733-5077

County Office Bildg.
Cortland 13045

DELAWARE 607 -865-6531
F.0. Box ilg4
Hamden 13782

DUTCHESS 914-~-677-5006
Rt. 44
Millbrook 12545

ERIE 716-652-5401

21 5. Grove St.
Easgt Aurora 14052

ESSEX
Sisco St.
Westport

518-962-4810
12993

FRANKLIN 318-483-6787
11 Brewster St.
Malone 12953

FULTON 518-725-6443
57 E. Fulton St.
Gioversville 12078

GENESEE 716-343-3040
420 E,. Main St.
Batavia 14020-2599

GREENE S518-622-9820
Extenaion Center
Cairo 12413-3503

14731-9708

COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

HAMILTON 518-548-6191
P.0O., Box 112

Lake Pleasant 12108

HERKIMER 315-866-7920
107 Court St.
Herkimer 13350

JEFFERSON 315-788-8450
223 J.B. Wise Place
Watertown 13601

LEWIS 315-376-%270
F.O. Box 72

Lowville 13367

LIVINGSTON 716-658-4110
158 5. Main St.
Hount Morris 14519

MADISON 315-684-3001
Farm & Home Center
Morrisville 13408-0640

MONROE 7ie-461-1000
249 Highland aAve.
Rocheaster 14620

MONTGOMERY 518-853-3471
0ld Court House
Fonda 12068

NASSAU 516-454~-0900
1425 Qld County Rd.
Piainview 1i803

NIAGARA 716-433-8839
4487 Lake Ave.
Lockport 14054

ONEIDA 315-736-33%4
Second 5t., Box 126
Oriskany 13424-3938

ONONDAGA 315-424-3485
1050 W. Geneszes St.
Syracuse 13204

ONTARIO 7le6~-394-4110
480 N. Main St.
Canandaigua 14424

ORANGE S14-343-1105
239 Wisner Ave.
Middletown 103840

ORLEANS 716-389-5551
P.0O. Box 150
Albion 14411

OSWEGO
Main St.
Mexico

315-963-7286
13114

ATSEGO BO7-547-2536
123 Lake St.

Cooperstown 13326

PUTNAM D1d4-628-0454
179 E. Lake Blwd.
Mahopac 10541

RENSSELAER
Court Houme
TROY 12180

£18~270-4000

OFFICES

ROCKLAND 914~-638-5500
62 0ld Middietown Rd.
New City 10556-2737

ST.
Univ.
Canton

LAWRENCE 315-379-2311
Shopping Center
13617

SARATOGA 518-885-89%85
SO W. High St.

Ballston Spa 12020

SCHENECTADY 318-372-1622
615 State St.
Schenectady 12305
SCHUHARIE 5i68-234-4303
41 5. Grand St.
Cobleakill 12043
SCHUYLER €07-535-7161

208 Broadway

Hontour Falls 14865

SENECA 315-539-9251
321 E. Williams St.
Waterlco 13165

STEUBEN 607 -776-7666
119 E. Steuben S5t.

Bath 14810

SUFFOLK S16-727-7850
246 Griifing Ave.
Riverhead 11301

SULLIVAN 2i4-292-6180
S9 N. Main St.

Libarty 12754

TIOGA 607-687-402¢

56 Main St.,
Owego 13827
TOMPKINS SOT7-272-2292

225 5. Fulton St.

Ithaca 148S0-3392
ULSTER 914-331-1680
74 John St.
Kingston 12401
WARREN 518-623-3291
Schroon River Rd.
Warrensburg 12885
WASHINGTON 518-747-2861

Co. Office Bldg.
Hudson Falls

Annex
12833

WAYNE 315-483-6918
P.O. Box 217
Alton 14413

WESTCHESTER 814-682-3070Q
21le Central Ave.
White Plains 10606

WYOMING Tie-T86-2251
401 N, Mein St.
Warazaw 14569

YATES 3i5-536-3381

110 Court St.
Penn Yan 14527



Additional Sources of Information

For additional information about agricultural districts, contact:

»¥Your Representative on the County Legislature
{board of supervisors)

#Your Cooperative Extenzion Agent

*New York State Department of Agriculture and Marketsa
Building 8, State Campus
Albany, New York 12235

*New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
50 Wolf Road
Albany, New York 12201

»Department of Agriculturel Economics

New York State Coliege of aAgriculture and Life Sciences
Cornell University

Ithaca, New York 14853-7801



