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Note: This is an attempt to bring up to date information on long-
time trends in agricultursl production pending the revisions
that may cccur when the United States 1950 Census of Agri-
culture is completed. The tables and graphs presented here
are revisions of those appearing in Exp. Ste. Bulletin No. 769
by T. E, LaMont,
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN NEW YORK

The tsbles and graphs for “Agricultural Production in New York, 1866 to 1940M,
Bul, 769, by T..E, LaMont has been revised and brought up-to~date and is now awalting
final census data Dbefore revising the manuseript for reprinting, 4 few of the
tables and most of the graphs are presented in this form to bring the trends of the
past decade into ths plcture, Your suggestiions regarding & revized bulletin on this

subjeet after the recent U, S, Census of Agriculture is comploted will be
appreciated, ‘

M. €. Bond
Teble 1. CHANGE IN LAND IN FARMS IN NEW YORK STATE
Year Farms Land Acres Percenﬁage of 1880
in Farms per Farm Ho, of Farmg Land in Farmg

Number Acres Acres % %
1850 17G,621 19,119,084 112 71 83
1840 196,990 20,974,958 106 g2 g2
1870 216,253 22,190,810 103 90 . 97
1880 241,058 22,900 ,000% 95 100 1a0
1890 226,223 21,961,562 97 9% 96
1900 226,720 22,648,109 1Q0 9L 99
1910 215,597 22,030,367 102 89 96
1920 193,195 20,632,803 107 80 90
1925 188,754 19,269,926 102 78 84
1930 159,806 17,979,633 113 66 79
1935 177,025 18,485,741 106 73 82
1940 153,238 17,170,337 11z 64, 75
1945 149,490 17,568,471 118 62 77
1950 Prel., 124,977 16,016,721 128 52 70

, ¥The 1880 censug reported 23,780,754 acres of land in farms in New York States. This
figure probably is between 750,000 and 1,000,000 acres too high because of the
errore made in the enumeration of the census of 1880. See Twelfth Census of the
United States, vel. 5, p. 19, 1900,

Table 2, TREND IF CROP YIELDS IN NEW YORK STATE

Index {(1864-75 = 100)

Feriod Potatoes Wheat Rye Oats Barley Sﬁgig Cogﬁéigr Hay
186675 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
1876-85 87 109 101 98 102 90 95 100
1886-95 99 112 111 90 g7 102 102 102
1896~1205 90 111 116 104 110 i2¢ - 100 39
1906-15 108 125 128 104 119 125 131 100
1916-25 115 120 123 101 115 112 113 100
1926-35 128 119 124 o7 113 115 106 106
193640 128 148 17 99 110 110 107 115
1936=45 151 148 144, 98 110 115 111 12%

1946-50 273 166 157 120 131 123 128 134

pod i b TP
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Table 3. TREND IN ACRES TI FARMS AND IN TOTAL AGRICULTURLL PRODUCTION
CF NEW YORK &TATE

Indox*of Crop Index®of Produce
Acres in Per cent and Livestock tion of Crops
Year Farms Acreage Production of and Livestock
{(thousands) is of the State per Acre in Farme
1500 (1895-1904=100) (18951904 = 100,
1850 19,139 g4 e —
1860 20,975 92 e N
1870 22,191 98 77 79
1280 22,9004 101 83 82
1890 21,962 97 91 9%
1500 22,648 100 100 100
1910 22,030 Q7 104 107
1920 20,633 91 106 116
1925 ' 19,70 85 110 129
1930 17,980 - 79 . 106 ' 34
1535 | 18,686 83 108 136
1940 17,170 76 115 151
1945 17,568 78 125 160
1950 Prel. 16,017 71 133 187

¥Both the index of total production and the index of preduction per acre in farms
are 10-years averages, with the census ag the sixth year, except for 1925,through
1950 == which are five-vears averages, with the crop year preceding the census
ag the middle year, :

#See footnote to table IL.

Table 4o TOTAL PRODUCTION PER MAN ON NEW YORK FARMS

[E—

| Index of Croj
Index of poex o oP

Humber o] ¢ and Livestock Inggxth
Period Engaged in Humber 2 Production of P;Zruﬁaion
Apriculiure® , the State aarta o '
griolfwe® (19002100)  (rpesoteoielce) | (LE9SRIO04 = 100
12651874 374,323 100 vili 77
1875188/ 377,460 100 g3 : 83
1685-189, 397,541 106 91 86
1895-1904 375,990 100 100 100
1905~1914 378,657 101 1C 103
. 1915-1924 314,774 84, 1C 126
1925-1934, 267,373 7 108 . 152
1935~1944, 210,434 56 116 207

1845-1954

¥ine number of gainful workers, 10 years old or older, engaged in agriculture, &s
reported by the federal census for the middlie year of the periocd, As a check on
the trend in rumber of workers in agriculture, these data were compared with the
trend in mmber of farm operatore plug the amount of hired labor. The equivalent
musber of years of hired labor was obbained by dividing the wages paid labor, as
reported by the censuses since 1839, by the wages for that year, The itrend in
nurber of farm operatore plus the number of hired men on a 12-months basis showed
a slightly greater decrease since 1900 than did the trend in the number of workers
in agriculture as given in the above table. On this basis, the index of producticn
per man for 1926 to 1936 was 149,
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Ind Production of CROPS AND LIVESTOCK in New York Staie
ndex
1926~30=100
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d J\/\/\[“&/A\ \/ & | A
’ /J \
9 ~ /‘\j\.\quf\f\\;\x//\ V N mmw\w “mm\q{\l/‘\:w‘: e

Tivestock and Livestock Products
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The production of different crops and the production of livestock are
combined on the basis of gross income and presented as index numbers in Teble 5,
Crops were welghted according teo the amount so0ld plus that used in the operatorls
hougshold. The proporiion fed Lo livestock on the farm was not included since
this appears in the total index as income from livestock. Since neerly 3/4 of
the gross farm income for the state is from livestock and livestock products,

the combined ilndex of total agricultural production for New York follows rather
closely the index of livestock production,

Crop productlon declined from the middle 1920'g to the middle 1930's, but
during the late '40's regained the high levels of the years before World War I.

In contrast, livestock production has continued wpward reaching an all~time high
in 1950,
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Table §. INDICES OF THE TOTAL PRODUCTICH ALL CROPS AND LIVESTOCK
IN HEW YORK STATE (1946~30=100)

ALY AXl
Year A1l AL crops ang Year ALl ALL Crops and
Crops Livestoek 1ivestock Crops  Livestock 1ivestock
1866 87 65 68 1910 122 88 97
1867 81 65 . . 66 1911 114 89 99
1868 87 65 69 1912 128 90 105
1869 91 65 70 1913 103 91 93
1914 133 91 108
1870 80 65 67
1871 94, 66 72 1915 109 91 95
1872 91 67 71 1916 115 92 o8
1873 a8 &8 73 1917 115 92 98
1874 96 68 7, 1918 120 93 102
1919 11c 94 4
1875 9% & T4 . _
1876 &7 69 (sl 1920 132 94 108
1877 106 70 78 1921 9/ 95 94
1878 98 72 76 1922 120 97 105
1879 101 73 79 1923 111 g9 102
1924 119 101 107
1880 29 75 80
1881 95 2 79 1925 106 100 101
18g2 102 77 81 1926 108 99 103
1883 105 78 84, 1927 103 99 98
1884 102 79 84, 1928 99 166 99
1929 91 100 97
1885 101 80 - 83
1886 107 80 84, -1 1930 100 101 303
1887 101 80 82 3531 108 104 - 106
1888 104, 81 85 1932 108 104 207
1889 96 83 81 1933 93 104, 202
1934 102 101 103
1850 94, 83 83
1891 116 84, 92 1935 109 99 101
1892 311 84, 89 1936 89 103 99
1893 103 &l &6 1937 112 106 108
189/ 106 &4, 90 1938 112 104 106
_ : 1939 w7 106 109
1895 107 84 93
1896 115 85 98 1940 109 111 110
1897 106 g5 88 1941 105 113 112
1898 110 85 &9 1942 124 116 119
1899 111 84, 92 1943 103 118 113
1944 112 122 izl
1500 116 &4 o8
1901 105 84, 88 1945 103 122 114
1902 119 85 95 1946 130 118 123
1903 122 86 100 1947 109 120 118
1904 134 a7 105 1948 128 120 123
1949 116 127 127
1905 113 a7 93
1906 120 88 98 1950 125 132 123
1907 111 89 96 1951 121 i32 130
1908 116 89 97 1952
1909 118 89 100 1953
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o Table 6, FRUITS AND VEGETARLES - NEW YORK
o Index of Production (1926-30=100)
ommodity 10-Year Average -
194,0w40 1950
Fruits: .
Apples 72 96
Cherries 123 203
Grapes 68 132
Peaches : 84, &7
Pears ' 62 . 77
Fer For For For
Market Processing Market Processing
Vegotables: '
Lims Beans : 7414 88544
Snap Beans 1,0054 236 Qh3H 349
Boets ' LA o 4724
Cabhage 101% 137 137% 183
Cantaloupes 1234 . 784
Carrots 177 195
Cauliflower 262 427
Celery , 94 79
Sweet Corn 1784 151 2144 204,
Cucumbers ' 105 173 119 166
Lettuce 72 84
Onions 204 246
Green Peas 70 114 33 88
Spinach 1264 1104
Strawberries 104 117
Tomatoes - 357 218 232 257
Total {excl, votatoes) 141 167
Potatoes 125 134

%Includeé both mesrket and processing,
£ 1929-30=100, '

The long-time trend of vegetable production is shown in graphs on the
fellowing pages, The level of production in 1950 and for the previous ten years
is shown by the index numbers in the table above. Snap beans showed the greatest
increase over the base period (1929—303100), lima beana, tomctoes, cauliflower,
onions, sweet corn and carrots show substantial increase. Teas for market and
processing show the greatest decrease in production.
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CHERRIES
TRENDS IN PRODUCTION OF FRUITS

1866 = 1950 -~ Hew York

- Production of Apples in New York State
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...... - Ten Year Moving Average

The production of fruit shows wide variations from year to year.

txoept for cherries, the trend of prdduction for tree fruits in New York has
been downward for two decades Or WOre.. : -

For the most recent ten year period {1640-19), New York apple production
was 25 per cent below production in the base period (1926-30). Peach
production was off T8 per cent; pears down 39 per cent; grapes down 30 per cent.
Cherry production in the last ten years was 2% per cent above the production
of the late 1920's.

New York apple production has been gradually declining since about the
turn of the century. Cherry production hes inereased more then any other tree
fruit with prospects of still more expansion. The production of pears has

shown the greatest decline but pears, peaches, and grapes have trended downward
since the 1920's.
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1866 - 1850 -- Wew York PEARS
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A, 783 - TRENDS_IN PRODUCTION OF VEGETABLES OTHER VEGETABIES
1864 - 1950 == New York LIMA BEANS
Index Producticn of POTATOES in New York State

(1926—30=100); :
220

180

140
100
60

. } i §

] { i 1
1864 1879 1839 1899 1909 1919 1929 1939 1949

Production of ALL VEGETABLES EXCEPT POTATCES in New York State

I%dex
20b1$26=30=100) | | L

i50 - ijhng\gﬁjA\/\/\
0o | Y eV aa ]

50 = N

1

b1

i 1
1918 1928 1938 1948

Production of LIMA BEANS FOR MARKET ir New York State
Index .
(1929-30=100) |

960

750 |

600 L

450

300 |-

150 ¢

0 i . i ; ;
1899 1918 1928 1938

— Yearly Producticn
e Ten Year Moving Average



MCB:51: 78 S 9. . SNAP BRANS
AJE, 783 TRENDS TN PRODUCTION OF VEGETABLEﬁ (Caont.,)
L 1899 « 1950 we= New York

g Production of SWAP BEANS FOR MARKET in New York State
néex :
{1929~30=100) |

1200 |

aj “
1050 |- | l/\/ N/ )

900

750 |- | i
600 b
450
300 F

150

| \ [ 1

0 i . i
1899 ‘ 1918 1928 1938 1948

IndeﬁrO&UCtion of SNAP BEANS FCR PROCESSING in New York State
{1926-30=100
2400 “““f""“f‘“l‘J

350 K

300

250

200

150 |-

wp o~ A

50 b - N

O ) i ! e ; ] I3
1899 1918 1928 1938 1948

Yearly Production

weme Ten Year Moving Average



MCB:51: 79 ~ 10 ~ SRETS
L.E, 783 CABPAGE

 IRENDS IN FRCDUCTION OF VECGETABLES (Cont,.)
‘ 1899 - 1950 -- New York

Production of BEEIS FOR PROCESSING in New Tork State

Index
(1929-30=100) |
600 - -
450 = N
300 |- r _
150 | = =y |
0 | , l ; L.
1899 1918 - 1928 1938 1948
Production of ALL CAGBAGE in New York State
Index
(1926-30=10
150(1926-30 1uo)[ | ]
‘ \ /\\ / A
100 . u”}ku,m'ww_%f“”m“ ST AN
WA
50 |7 f .
0 ! i 1 j
1859 : - 1918 gz - 1938 1948

Production of CABBAGE FOR KRAUT in New York State :
Index

250(1926=30=100)] P

200 + /A 1

150

100 -

50 | - .“A‘NK
, A

0 .
1859 1918

j
1948

Yearly Production

...... w Ten Year Moving Averags



- 1] -

MCBa51:80 - TRENDS. I FRODUCTION OF VEGETABLES (Conb.) CANTALOUFE
AL, 783 E i e = CARROTS
| 1899 = 1950 -~ New York CAULTFLOWER
Trndex Production of CANTAILOUPE in New York State
200(1926-30=10C}] 7
150 |- i
100 L §
50 |- .
0 ! —— l i ; . ! .
1899 1918 - 1928 1938 1948
Index Production of CARROTS in New York State
(1926-30=100)}
200 L ‘ .
150 I B
100 - i
so b -
O i i . i % L | -
1899 1918 1928 1538 1948

Index Production of CAULIFLOWER in New York State
{1926-30=100)

400 L.

350 +
300 b
R50 |-
200 L

150 L

100 1~

50 ET T T T -

O 3 y ¢ i
1899 1918 1928
e Y271y Productlion

H —
1938 1948

wowon Ten Year Moving Average



MCBs5L:81 - 17 -~ : CELERY
A£,E, 783 ' : SWEET CORN
TRENDS IN PRCDUCTION OF VEGETABLES (Cont.)

1899 - 1950 - New York

Production of CELERY in New York State

Index

Q26 30=
20&1)26 30=100) | |
150 |- J
100 - -
50 L e N ]

0 1 . 1 . 1 . i
1899 1938 1928 1938 1948

IndexPrOduCtion of SWEET CCRN FOR MARKET in New York State

2561929~3@=100)|

200 | -

Lol e & i

100 - /rdf\\f .
50 - - | ]
0 z e , 1 . x .
1899 1918 1928 1938 19438

T dgroduction of SWEET CCRN FOR PROCESSING in New York State
‘ndex

1926-30=100
255 926-20=100) |

3

200
150 -

_ \\
“;wfiﬁkgﬁﬁ\ 1

100 T - o

50| o ' .

0 {
1899 : 1918

} E
1928 1938
“%M; Yearly Production

Ten Year Moving Average



MCB:51:82 - 13 - CUCUMBERS
AE, 783 ‘ LETTUCE
TRENDS IN PRODUCTION OF VEGETARLES (Cont.)
1899 -« 1950 - New York -

" Production of CUCUMBERS FCR MARKET in New York State

Index
200(1926-30=100) j
150 1 _
100 .
50 -
0 { , i : i . ]
1899 1918 1928 1938 1948
Production of CUCUMBERS FCR PICKIES in New York State
 Index
350(1926—30-10021 ]|
300 L. -
250 + _
200 .
150 P - i
-
—

100 L -~ y
50 - ~
0 1 . | . i . | ;

1899 _ 1918 1928 1938 1948
Production of ILETTUCE in New York State
Index ] '
200 (1926-30=100))]

150 |- .
100 | | fﬁwwjf\\ -
50 1~ L w,,/ N - .
o - 1 . g . | . | ;

1899 ' 1918 1928 1938 1948

- Yearly Production

" Ten Year Moving Average



MCR:51:83 I ONTONS .
AF, 783 , GREEN PEAS
TRENDS TN PRODUGTION. OF VEGETABLES {Cont.}
1899 = 1950 —= New Yark

Piroduetion of CNICNS in New York State
Index

300{1926—3o=1ooﬂ

250

t

150 -
100 - ' -

50 .

1899

Production of GREEN PEAS FOR MARKET in New York State
( Index l
= 1926=30=100}
150 . /

100 b N :
50 - _ : ' i \ \/ -~
0 o i ; ] ; i :
1899 1918 1928 1938 1948

Production of GREEN PRAS FOR PROCESSING in New York State
Index

200 |- | o =

150

100 - o
- - -

e —
—

1

Y K nu‘s;uq A
" (IR
e feres g b
‘', e’
Y
ek, Ry
Mooy g AR

b

G : } ; i
1869 1618 1928

—~— Yearly Production
—woe - Ten Year Moving Average



MCB:51:84 =~ 15 = SPINACH

AL, 783 STRAWBERRIES

TRENDS IN PRODUCTION OF VEGETABLES (Gont )
1899 = 1950 =- New York

Production of SPINACH FOR MARKET in New York State
Index ,

1929--30=100
200( ‘*‘“““"“*““ZJ

150 + d;ydﬁmmmnu
Ja

100 &

50 = -

] I N ] ; i A ! )
1899 “ 1918 1928 ’ 1938 1948

. Production of STRAWBERRIES in New York State
Index

< (1926-30=100) |

. O L 1 i { i 1 s j i
1899 1909 1918 1928 1938 1948

Yearly FProduction

wein: Ten Year Moving Average




MOB#51.:85 - 16 - . TOMATORS

dCB131.: 1 e

A\:Ec 783 . . ) )
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AR, 783
Teble 7.  PFIELD CROPS - NEW YORK
_ . Index of Production (1926-30=100}
Crop 10-Year Average ‘
194049 1950
Graings
Barley 54 54
Buckwheat 70 49
Corn for Grain 113 126
Oats o 88 114
Rye s : a8 . 105
Wheat 177 ' 240
Dry Beans 215 230
Teobaceo 94 61
Forage Crops:
Corn Silage 137 R o3 §
Tame Hay 110 101

Graing - During the 1940'gs {the production of wheat was 77% above the
1926-30 level. Corn for grain was up 13%, the production of oats and rye was
12% below the late '20%s, Buckwheat was down 30% and barley, 46%.

Dry Bean preduction in 1940's was double that of the 1920%s, but tobacco
production was declining, '

Forage crops -~ In the 1940's hay production averaged about 10% above the
base period. Corn silage showed a much larger increase, 37%.,
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TRENDS IN PRODUCTION CF GRATHS
1866 -« 1950 =- New York
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TRENDS IN PRODUCTION OF GRATNS (Cont.) WHEAT
1866 ~ 1950 e New York .
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TRENDS IN PRODUCT;ON OF DRY BRANS AND TOBAGCO
1864 - 1950 - New York

Production of DRY BEANS in New York State
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TRENDS IN PRODUCTION OF FORAGE CROPS
1866 - 1950 == New York
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Table 8. TIVESTOCK AND LIVESTCCK PRODUCTS ~ NEW YCRK
_Index (1926-30=100}
Ttom 10«Year Average 1950
‘ 1940=49
Number on Hend, Jem, 1 _
Cattle and Calves 115 119
Hogs i0x 76
Sheep _ 54, ~ 34
Chickens 114 126
Production:
Milk 115 129
Eggs 147 175
Wool 52 35

Livestock and Livestock Products - In the 1940's the number of cattle
and chickens was aboub 15% larger than in the 1920's. The number of sheeop
had declined nearly one~half,

The nmumber of cettle in New York shows both a long-time trend and a
cyclical variation around this trend.

Production - Milk production in the 194075 was about 15% larger than
in the late 120's and even higher in 1950, The production of eggs has shown
even more increasge., In the 1940%'s it wag L7% above the base period and in
1950, 75%, an all~time high.

Wool production has contimied to decline with the disappearance of
sheep from New York farms. Production in the 1940%s wag about one~balf of that
in the 1920's and had dropped to nearly onew-third by 1950,
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TRENDS TN PRODUCTION OF LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK FRODUCTS
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TRENDS IN PRODUCTION. OF LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS (Gont.)
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The term cattle includes dairy cows, heifers, calves, and beef
cattle. The number of cattle in New York shows both a leong~time trend
and a cyelical variation arcund this trend. From 1879 to 1927 the long-
time trend was downward, but since 1927 it has been upward.
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TRENDS IN PRODUCTION OF LIVESTCCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS (Cont.)

1866 =~ 1950 =~ New York
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PRODUCTICN OF FRUITS AND VEGETABLES IN NEW YORK STATE
L 1026430 av, and 1950
: Bage Period 1950 5 Chonge
Crop Unit 1926~30 av, Revised 1950 from Av.
~thousands—- %
FRUITS ¢ .
Lpples bu. 19,539 18,700 - 4
Cherrieg- ton 15.5 315 +103
Gropes ton : . 79.0 104.0 + 32
Poaches bt 1,520 1,023 - 33
Pears bu, 1,378 1,066 - 23
VEGETABLES :
For Marketb: :
Lina Beans b, 54% 478 +785
Snap Beans b, 213% 2,008 +843
Cabbage®* ton . 296.6 405 .5 + 37
Cantaleupes crde 102# g0 - 22
Carrots bl 1,23] 2,395 + 95
Capliflower crt. 941 4,020 +327
Celery 4 crb, . 1,726 1,364 - 21
Sweet Corn ear . B2, 400% 176,000 +114
Cucumbers bu, 602 714 + 19
Lettuce crt, 1,388 1,170 - 16
Onions 100# bag 1,619 3,988 +146
Green Peas tu., 588 152 - 67
Spinach bu. 820% 900 + 10
Strawberries ert, - 301 351 + 17
Tonatoes b 851 1,870 +239
For Procegging:
Sngp Beans ton 11.9 41,5 249
Beets ton 7.3% Lh L +504
Cabbage ton 545 99.8 + 83
Sweet Corn ton 38.4 785 +104
Cucumbers’ bu. L7 78 + 66
Green Peas ton 26,8 23.6 - 12
Tonatoes ton 71.4 . 183.6 +157
POTATOES . 25,692 34,390 + 34

#31920-30 av.

+

##For market and kraut,
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PRODUCTION OF FIELD CROP3 & LIVESTOCK IN NEM YORK STATE

- 27

1926-30 av, and 1950

. Base Period 1550 A Ghahge
Lhen vnit 1926-30 av., Revised 1250 fron Av,
~thousandgm %
GRAINS: .
Barley bu. 5,141 2,754, - 46
Buckwheat b 2,966 1,462 - 51
Corn for Groin® bl 7,504 9,450 + 26
Oats bu. 27,008 30,917 + 14
Rye hu. 316 332 + 5
Wheat bu, 4,720 11,344 +140
DRY BEANS 100# bag 625 1,436 +130
TOBAGCO . 1b. 1,151 700 - 39
FORALGE CROPS:
Corn Silage ton 3,015 L,560 + 51
Tame Hay ton 5,333 5,378 + .1
LIVESTOCK PROBUCTS |
Milk 1,000 1h, 6,957 2,002 + 29
Eggs 1,000 1,439 2,51 + 75
Wool 1b, 3,119 2,080 - 65
LIVESTOCK ON HAND, JAN, 1:
Cattle and Calves 1,865 2,226 + 19
Hogs 279 212 - 24
Sheep, stock 465 158 ~ 66
Chickens 14,048 17,759 + 26

*Includes hogging down and forage,



