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COMPARTSON COF THE FARM PRICE OF RED KIDNEY BEANS IN WESTERN NEW YORK
WITE TEE AVERAGE OF ALL FEW YORK FARK PRODUCTS, 1910 TO 1944

Since 1942 the price of red kidney beans has remained seriously
out of line with thne vrice of all FHew York farm products because of low
celling and support prices,

(Sterting with the 1940-41 season, prices are by months)
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THE BCONOMIC SITUATION OF DRY BEAN GROWERS
IN ¥EW YORK, JANUARY 1944
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Mew York Farmers Wormally Grow & Per Gent: of the Dry Beans and
Three-Fourths of tiie Hed Kidneys = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =« = = = = = 4

Dry Beans are 4n Tmportant Crop in New York = = = = = = = = = = = = « - = 4
More dry beans were grown in New York during the past 10
yearg tran during any lO~year period.

What Has Happened to ths Acreave of Dry Beans in New York and Other

FLates? = = = = =~ + = o ome e m e e m s w e = s = m e e s e 5
The acreage of dry beans planted in New York in 1943 was 15 per
cent lesg than during the 5 years 1937 to 1941, while the acreage
in tns Unlted Stetes was 42 per cent mere.

Why Did the Acreage of Dry Beans Decreuse in New York and Increase in

Other States? = = = = = = = = w; = = & & ¢ & m = = = m s m e e === 8
From 1937-41 o 1943 the farm price of dry beans in Few York
incressed 59 per cent, while the grice ia tie Great sorthern
Area more than doubled,

Spread in the Farm Price of Dry Beans DBetween lisw York and the Great

NOrthern Area = = = = = m = = = = = m o = = = m @ = 0 = ~ = = = =~ == §
The Spread in the farm price of beans between Nvm York and the
Great Sorthern Area during 1937 to 1541 was $1.21 per hundred-
welght as compared with only %.25 in 1942 and 5.48 in 1943,
™

Changes in the Prices of Other Farm Products in New York « = = = = = = = 10
From 1937-43 to Hovember 1943 the farm price index for all
Yew York farm products inecressed 91 per cent while the farm
price of dry beang increased only 59 per cent.

Varieties of Dry Beans Grown in New York = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = == 10
lew York grows three-fourths of the red kicney beans grown in
the United States and practically all of the white marrew and
white kidney besns,

Price Trends of Different Varieties of Dry Beang= = — - = = = ~ = = = « = 1]
: The average spread in farm price between red kidney and pe

beans in New York was $l.51 per hundredwsilght from 189b to 1941.

From 1932 to 1541 the spresd in price belween these two var-

ietics was $1l.37.

Red Kidney Prices Go Down Due To a Number of Abnermel Gircumstances,
nd are Frozen st Low Level = = = = = = = = w = = o = = =~ = = = - =~ - = 13
Because of high prices for the 1540 crop, the preductlon of '
red kidney beang in New Tork doubled from 154C to 1941.
Following Pearl Larbor no tin was allotted Ifor heans and the
Puerte Rican markst was cut off.
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Government Action on Dry Zsan Prices = = = = = = = & = = = = = o = w w13
when the price of red kidrey beans was severely dépressed, '
or at the samec price as during 1910-14, the hold-the=line

1 by the President. Partial relicf was

oroer was lssusd
granted in the spring of 1943.

Demanc for Red Kidney Beoans Bxceesds the Supply = = = = = = = = = « « w15
The Army znd Nevy wants one-half of the red kidnev Lesns rsised
in 1943. ERussia and our civilisn populaition want red kidney
beans.

Dry Bean Production chould Be Encouraged in New York = = = = = = = = = 15
Dry Beans provide mors human food for a day's labor than
any otler crop or livestock enterprise except soybeans, wheat
snd corn. They are high in proteiwn, iren, and plosphorous
and can be easily stored and shipped.

What Prices bhould W

York Farmers iave Recelved for Dry Zeons in
19437 = = = = = = = v s m o m e e e e e e = e = e e e = e o= = == 1T
To be in line with the prices of cther farm products, the price
to kew York growers should uLove been $0.34 per hundredweight
for red kidney end $6.84 for pea bcamg. Fe04B. prices siould

have been $9.34 and $7.04 respactively.

What Should the Prices for Dry Zsans be in 1G44%7= =~ = = = = = = = = = = 10
questiomnaires were returned by 1,483 growvers,of which $C4
grew red kidney beans. If the price remains the same they
will cecrease thelr screape of red kidwneys 45 per cent.
The average of the prices o maintain their screage was 58,03
znd to increase tleir scrsage, $8.01, To obtzin waximum pro-
duction the price mugt be ALEP er than the averzgo,

APTENDIX

dereage and Production of Dry Beans in the United 3tates, 1938 to

1943,
Cost and Neturns own Dry Feans, 1914 te 1545,

Fari Frice of Pea Beans and the Price of all Few Yerk Farm Products,
1520 te 1944,
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Dry beans are an important ecrop in Wew York, both in screage and value
cf the crop. Wheat ané potatoes have been the only cash crops grown on a
greater acreage in the State than dry beans, The farm value of dry beans
in New York in 1942 was $6,885,000. The only cash crops exceeding dry ®eans
in value were wheat, apples, and onions,. '

Dry beans have been, and after the war will be, a permanent industry
in New York States They are nseded even more during the war, vet the price-
policy of the Federal govermment has discouraged the producticon of dry beans
in the dtate,

What Has Happened to tle Acreage of Dry beans in New York and Other States?

The acreage of dry beans planted in New York State in 1943 was 15 per
sent less than in the 5 years, 1937 to 1941, while the acreage in the United
States was 42 per cent more (Table 2}. During this pericd the acres of beans
in the @Great Northern Arsa doubled and in the Pinto Area incrsassd 43 per
cent. In every lmportant bean growing state in the United States the acreage
of beans increased except in New York State.

i i i I ! 1 : ek i 1 i i ! L ! 1

FIGURE 1, ACRES OF DRY BEANS HARVESTED IN N YORK, 1914 TO 1943

During the past 10 years more dry beans have been grown in New York State
than in any previcus 10=year period, ‘
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TABLE 2, ACRES OF DRY BEANS PLANTED, 1937 TO 1943

5-year ' Fercent change
State . averagse 1941 1942 1943 from 1937-41
: (1937~41) _ . ) to 1943
1000 acres Percent
KEW YORK 156 170 158 132 -+ = 15+
Michigan 571 821 633 791 + 39
Great.Northern Afea:
Idaho 116 136 150% 1e7* O+ 44
Wyoming 60 A3 80 115 + 92
Mortans 19 20 26 66 + 244
-Nebraska 24 29 38 101 + 321
Total ' 219 248 294 449 -+ 105
Galifornia 371 - 406 386 452" + 22
Pinto Area: |
Colorade 378 340 350 584 + 54
New Mexico 238 270 275 300 + 26
Arizona 14 R L S ¥ 15 + 7
Total , - 630 624 639 899 + 4%
Other States 30 35 34 64 + 113
United Stotes 1,977 2,304 2,144 . 2,807 + 42

¥ TFor Idaho the acreage harvested in 1942 and 1943 in the December 1943
crop report was larger than the acreage planted as reported in September
1943. The above figures are the acreage harvested plus 3 per cent, which
is the average abandonment for Idaho.

+ Revised figure on acres planted, Data are from a letter from Roy Gillette, -
State Btatistician,

The acreage of dry beans harvested in New York in 1943 was 113,000 acres;
thig is a decrease of 25 per cent from the acresge harvested from 1937-41
(150,000 azcres).
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FIGURE 2. ACRES OF DRY BEANS PLANTED IN THPORTANT STATES, 1929 TO 1

From 1942 to 1943 the acres of dry beans planted inereased in all
important bean states except New York,
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Why Did the Acreage of Dry Beans Decrease in New York
-and Increase-in Other Stategg?.- :

All farmers rempond to changes in prices. The New York farm price of
beans increased 5% per cent from 1937-41 to 1543, while for the United
States 25 a whole the incresse was 82 per cent (Table 3). In ths Great
Northern Area the farm price of beans in 1943 was more than double the aver—
age price from 1937 to 19414

TABLE 3. FARM PRICE OF DRY BHANS BY BTATES, 1937 TO 1943

: Average farm price¥ Percentage increasa
state per 100 pounds in fzrm price froms
1937-41 1941 1942 1943 1937-41 193741
_Nov, Novae _to 1942 to 1943
EW YORK
Red Kidney $4.,32  $5.10 $4.44  $6,50 + 3 + 50
Pea Beans 3.00__  4.31 444 5,50 +_48 + 83
A1l varisties 3.88 5,80+ 4,95+ 6,15 28 59
Wichigan 3014 5,00 4,80 5,90 53 86
Great Northern Areas ‘
Tdaho 2455 3,50 4,75 5465 86 122
Wyoming 2476 3,55 4,65 5,80 68 110
Montana 2476 3.50 4,70 5460 70 103
Nebraska 3.12 1470 4,60 5,60 47 79
Average 2467 3454 4,70 567 76 112
California 3,86 5 ¢35 5490 £.80 53 _ 76
Pinto dreg:
Golorado 3e23 3420 4,60 570 42 76
New. Mexico 334 3420 4,80 5.70 44 71
.Arizona 3,98 3465 5,00 6430 26 58
Average 3,28 3.21 4,68 .71 43 74
United States 3033 4,64 5,08 6,06 53 82

* The average farm prices from 1937 to 1941 are the season's farm pricss as

reported in Agricultural Statistics by the U.S:DyA. The figurss for the 1942

season have not been published and the 1943 season is not completeds The

prices used for 1942 and 1943 are the November prices as reported by the U,5.D.A.
The average price for the Great Northern Area and the Pinto Area are

weighted by the preduction in each State,

+ In RNovember 1942, the farm price of yelliow eyes, and jumbc marrews in New
York was $1,50 per hundredweight above red kidneys, and white kidneys were
$2.25 above, In 1941 other varieties were also higher than pea beans or red
kidneys. Alsc the price for all varieties for 1941 is the season's average
price, while for red kidney and pea beans the price is a fimple average of
the prices for sach month,
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The change in the farm price of beans in the different bean growing
areas from 1937-41 to 1942 and to 1943, and the response that farmers uade
in the acres of beans planted in 1943 is summarized in Table 4, The acreage
of beans planted in 1943 was determined by the price received for the 1942
crop and the prices expected for the 1943 crop as compared with prices of
other farm products.

TABLE 4, EFFECT OF ChANGES IN THE FARM PRICE OF DRY BEANS FROM 1937-41
TO 1943 OK THE CRANGE IN ACREAGE PLANTED IN DIFFERENT
' AREAS DURING THE SAME PERIOD

Percent change Percent change in
State and Area in price froms. the acreage-ef dry
193741 1937=41 beans planted from
to 1942 to 1943 1937=41 to 1943
NEW YORK + 28 + 59 - 15
Michigan + 53 + 88 + 25
Great Northern Arsa + 76 + 112 + 111
Galifornia _ + 53 o+ 76 4+ 19
Pintec Area + 43 + 74 + 4
+ 82 +

United States ¥ 53 35

Spread in the Ferm Price of Beans Between New York State
and the Great Northern Area

From 1937 to 1941 the New York farm price of beans averaged $1,21 per
hundredweight higher than the price in the Great Northern Arez (Table 5),
In 1942 with a one ceiling price for each variety for the whole United States
there was only 25 cents per hundredweight difference in the average price.
During 1943 the support price for red kidmey beans was set $1,20 per hundred-
welght above the No. 1 ceiling price, and pea beans 70 cents above, This
incrsased the spread between New York and the Great Northern Ares average
price of beans to 48 cents per hundredweight which was only 40 per cent of
the spread during the period 1937 to 1941,

TABLE 5, COMPARIBON OF THE AVERAGE FARM PRICE OF DRY BEANS IN

NEW YORK AND THE GREAT NORTHERN AREA, 1937 TO 1943%

Average farm price
per 100 pounds

1937=41 1941 1942 1943 1944

_ , ‘Nove Nove Nov,
NEW YORK . $3.88 85,80 . $4,95 $6.15 55,47
Great Northern drea 2,67 3.54 4,70 5,67 5,20
Difference 1.21 2.26 25 .48 50

Foren e e e

Data from Table. 3,
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Changes in the Prices of Other Farm Products in New York

Whether farmers grow beans depends to a large extent on the price of
beans as compared with other farm products. From 1937-41 to November 1943
the average farm price index of all New York farm products increased 91
per cent, while the farm price of beans increased only 59 per cent (Table 6.

When 1910-14 is used as & base for compariscon and 1s called 100, the
index of the farm price of beans in New York was 153 as compared with 208
for all New York farm products.

TABLE 6. CHANGE IN TEE FARM PRICE OF FARM PRODUCTS
IN NEW YORK FROM 1937-41 TC 1943

Percaent change

Product 1937-41 1943 Y44 from 1937-41 toNov,
: November KNov, November 1943 1.4
Price Index* Percent
(1920-14=100C) '
All New York farm products 109 208 214 + 91 %00
BEANS 96 153 159 + 59 +66
Corn 102 156 14% + 53 62
Oats ' 91 196 163 + 115 saq
Barley 78 161 187 + 106 il
Wheat ‘ 91- 168 né. + 85 80
Potatoes 164 277 2nn + 166 wnps
' Price per tort
Cabbage $11.87 $34.08 + 187
Peas, canning E4,55 87.30 o7, o0 + 60 2671
Sweel corn, canning 11,26 19,20 22,00 + 71 G5
Tomatoes, canning 12,88 25.20 25,50 + 94 +08
Beets C 13414 22.40 27,40 + 70 +109

* Price indices are from Farm Economics,

+ Vegetable prices are from Vegetsble Crops in New York and the United
States, by M. €, Bond; Mimeographed report A.E. 69, revised March 1943; and
from the December 1943 crop report. Vegetable prices are the average for the
season.

Varisetiecs of Drv Beans Grown in New York.

Practically all of the white marrow and white kidney beans grown in
the United 3tates are grown in New ¥ork State (Table 7). New York Froduces
about three-fourths of the red kidneys and 7 per cent of the pea and medium
white beans grown in the United States. Pracetically zll of the other pea
and medium beans are grown in Michigan,

Approximately one~half of all the beans grown in New York are red kidneys
and cne-third pea or medium white beans., The next most ilmportant veriety is
white marrows which amounted to about & per cemt in 1943, White kidney and
yellow eye each amount to about 2 per cent of the total grown in New York,
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TABLE 7. ZEOTIMATED PRODUCTION OF DRY BEAI'G IF HEW YORK
ARD THE UNTTED BSTATES BY VARIETY, 1930 TO 1943
. New Tork United Statas FPercen
Yariety 1930-39 1941 1942 1943 1930-39 1941, 1942 1943 growni:n
New York
in 1943
Thousand bags (100 1bs.) Thousand bage (100 1bs.) Percent
Pea and medium ' '
white 428 293 449 399 4,229 5,31y B, 362 5,900 7
fed Kidney 354 799 689 534 T4l 1,187 8a7 697 T
hite Marrow 135 145 159 85 146 146 159 85 100
#hite Kidney 80 4.4, 50 27 82 4t 51 26 96
Yellow Bye 78 36 49 28 126 134 141 164 17
Other varieties 26 35 40 44 8,073 - 11,675 12,435 14,925 ===
Total 1,101 1,453 1,436 1,119 13,297 18,503 19,035 21,799
Per cent of total Pesr cent of total
Fea and medium 3
whnits 38,9 2740 31le2 35,7 1.8 28.7 28,2 271
Red Kldney 32-1 5550 4850 4’7&9 4.8 6»4- 4‘!7 3-2
Whits Marrow 12,3 10,0 11.1 7.6 1.1 o8 0 o4
Jhite Kidney 73 3.0 3.5 244 6 3 o3 o1
Yellow Eye 7al 2.5 3.4 2.5 1.0 o7 o7 o
Other varieties 2e3 245 248 309 6057 63.1 6543 6C.5
Total 100,0 100,00 10G,0 100,0 160,06 100,0 100.,0 1006,0
Price Trend for Differsnt Varieties of Dry Beans

2.8

price for all varistiss cof beuns as reported and published by the United bStates

Deperiment of Agriculture (Figure 3).

For 45 years, 1896~97 to 1941-42,
kidney beans and pea beang wes 51.51 per hundredweight
$he 10 years prior to OFA price ceilings,
was $1.37 ner hundredwelght. The
1940—~41 season.

DIFFERENCE Ti
WESTZRK FEW YORKE 1896 TO 1943

TAELE 8,

. {Table 3).

FARY PRICE OF RED KIDFEY AND PEA BEANS,

the average svread in price between red
" If ono takes
the spread between these two varistles
spread was grester than usuval during the

_ . , Seascn
1896=97 to  1932=33 to  1940~41  1941-42  1947-43  Nove
1941-42 1941 ~4.2 1943
Prices per cwhe
Red Kidney $5.13 $4.38 $7,01 $5.10 $4,92 $6,50
Pea 3,62 3,01 3,45 4,31 4,70 5,50
Difference 1.51 1.37 3.56 79 20 1.00
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FIGURE 3. COMPARIEON OF NEW YORK FARM PRICES FOL DRY BREAES (CPOP REPORT) WiTH
PRICES KECEIVED FOR FZ4 AND 1ED XIDREY BEAND 1927-28 TD 1943,

" The prices recelved by farmers for pea and red kidnsy beans (from bean

dealers) have fullowed closely the average price for all varistiss of beans
(crop report).

bources: Curtiss, Leroy, New York; G.L.F,, Batavia and Phelps, New Yorks

and Coward, Stafford, New York; New York Farm Price Dry Beans from
Farm Heconomics.
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Bed Kidney Prices Qo Down Due ©o a Number of Abrnormal Circumstances,
And Are Frozen At Low Level

Fhe price of the 1940 crop of red kidney beans increased throughout the
season and in April 1941 the farm price in New York was $8.70 per hundredweight;
then a number of things happensd: -=-

(l)o The acreage of red kidney besns was increased and the production
of this variety in New York in 1941 was double that for 1940; for
the United States production was up TO per cewnt.

{2}, 1In December 1941, fellewing Pearl Harbor, two important cutlets
for red kidnsy beans were cut off,

a« The canning of beans in tin was prohibited,

b. The Puerto Rico market wos cut off due to lack of ships,

{3)e The farm price of red kidney beans declined to $4.00 per hundred-
weight in April 1942, which wus the same as pea beans and less than
one~half ths price during the twenties, The farm price increased to
34,50 in the fall of 1542 (Figure 4),

(4); The hold=-the~line order was put inte rffect on beans on hovember 9,
1942, For red kidney beans this meant to hold something that wes severely
depressed, or abcut the sime as the price for 1910-14 snd abhout one~hslf
the price during the twentiss.

(5}« Increascs totaling $2.00 per hundredweight have been granted on
red kidneys but this has not been sulficlent to restore it to its

normal position.

Government Acticn on Dry Dean Prices

OFA on kovember 9, 1942 fixed the F.Q.B. ceiling prices for {thess two
varieties at the same figure {Table 9). On March 25, 1943 the ceiling price
on red kidneys wes raised 70 cente and pea beans 20 cents. Thus a spread of
50 cents wes created, which was one~third of the normal spread. When support
prices were announeed for the 1943 crop in April 1943, the F.0.B. price for
red kidney was set at $7.50 and pea beans at 56,50. This made a spread of
31,00 per hundredwaight, which wes two-thirds of normal.

TARBLE 9. F.0.B. CEILILG FRICES, SUPPORT PRICES AuD PRICES PAID FARMERS
FOR RED EIDREY ARD FEA BEANS FROM NOVEEBER 9, 1942
TO DRCENBEZR 30, 1943

F.0.B, Ceiling Fe0.B. bupport " Yew York
_ prices o, 1 pric=s . farm prices
_ fed Kidney Pea  Red Kidney Paa Red Kidney  Pea

November 9, 1942 to '

March 25, 1943 55.60 $5 .60 54,50 54450
March 25, 1543 to
CAugust, 1943 0430 580 5450 5,00
Septenmber 1943 to
July 31, 1944 6430 5.80 B7.50%  36,50% 6450 5,50
q..xugust -;_9./4,4 to doto 6 . 55 Dy Cj‘ g‘ e D0 6- 56%* r; * —15653 5a 65%%

* Annguhced April 1943 for the 1943 crop.
#*#% Sogine on Soptomper 1, 1944,
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FIGURE 4, FARM PRICHE OF IED KIDNEY Biaks I WESTERE NEW YORK
FROK 1910 TG 1944

(Startine with the 1940-41 season, prices are by monthe )

When the hold-the=line order went into offect, red kidney bean
prices were lover than at any time except during ths depression of the
Thirties. In January 1944, red kidney prices wers below those of the
Twenties. '
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Demand for Red Kidney Beans Zxceeds Supply

The Army has asked for 250,000 bags (100 1bs.) of red kiduney beans for
1944, and the Havy wants about B0,000 bags., This fotals 330,000 bags or
approximately one-half of the total production of red kidney beans in the
United States. Russia wants red kidney beans and we have our increasing
civillan requirements to mset. As the supply of meat decrsases, the need
Tor other high protein food such as dry beans will increase.

Dry Bean Production 3hould Be Encourased in Wew York

If prices for dry beans remain unchanged, much of the land which has
formerly grown beans will be planted to corn for grain or ocats., Grain prices
have advanced rapidly during the past year and corn hazs been difficult and
at tTimes impossible to obtain.

When grain is fed to livestock, about 80 per cent of the human feeding
value is lost. Also the caring for the livestock takes sdditidnal labor,
that could be used in growing crops for direct humar consumption, so the
loss in terms of labgr iz greater than 80 per cent. '

The pounds of human foeod produced with a days labor growing dry bsans
is 5 times that for pork, and 7 times thet for milk and 21 times that for
eggs and chickens. (See graph on nsxt page), Thc only crops whers more
human food is produced with a days labor than oun dry beans are soybeans,
wheat and corn.

With a reduction in the number of livestock, because of the shortags of
feed, it is important to comsider the food clements in dry beans. Dry beans
9. fa o
are high in protein, phosphorous and iron, A4mong the 44 more important

vegetables, fruits anc fleld crop bsans ranks 4th or 54h in each of these
elements produced per acre (Table 10).

Vegetable crops require a large amount of labor rer acre as comparsd
with dry beans or otler field crops, for o dayvs labor dry beans rank 4th
among the 44 crops in calcium, thiamine, riboflavin, and niacin, as well as
being 4th in iron and 5th in protein and phosphorous. (Table 11) s

TABLE 10, RAMK OF DRY BEANGD IN AHCUNT OF DIFFERENT
FOOD ELEMENTS PRCDUCED PER ACHE¥*

Rank among 44 The amount in dry
vegetable, fruit beans is excesded
) and field crops only bys
Protein 4 doybeans, peas and
carrots
Calecium 13 7 1l vegetables, soy~

beans, sweet potatoes
Sovbeans, carrets,
celery and onions
Iron 5 Carrots, soybeans,
plums and kals

Al

Phosphorous

% Date from Using Resourges to Meset Food lieeds by Raymond P,
Uhristensen. Mimeographed report, Bureau of Agricultural
diconomics, U.B DAL, llay 1943,
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TABLE 11. RArK OF DRY BLaks I AuOUNT OF DIFFERENT
FOOD BLEMENTG PRODUCED WITE A DAYS LABOR+

kank among 44
vegetable, frult  The amount in dry beans is

and field crops__excesded only by

Protein 5 Soybeans ,wheat®,oats¥, barley
Calecium 4 Soybsans, ocats, and wheal
Phosphorous 5 Soybeans ,wheat,cats,and barley
Iron 4 Joybeans, wheat, and ocats

Thiamine 4 Seybeans, cats, and wheat
Rivoflavin 4 Soybeans, wheat, and oats

Nizein 4 Wieat,scybeans, and Irish potatoss

e,
e B T o e SR S e e e e e et e e o

* TWheet rofors to whols wheat flour9 and oats to rolled osts,
+ For source of data see footnote to Table 10,

Dry beans are -one of the cheapest sources of human foode The cost per
caloric or per nound of proteln in dry beans is only one-ninth that in
basfsteak {Tuble 12). Bven if the price of beans was doubled, besans would
84111 be a cheap source of food. One way to kesp down todé cost of living 1s
to encourage the production of low cost feoods such s dry beans in all areas.

TABLE 12. COWPARIBO) OF THE COcT OF FOOD It DRY 24l RIS ’AK
Calories Retail price  Cost for Pér‘cent
per pound Buffalsc, N.V. 1,000 Protein Fat Water
Sept. 1943 calories
Dry bheans 1,585 $.09 $.06 22 2 10
Beefsteak 785 02 054 12 24 40

What Prices Should New York Farmers Huve Recsived For Dry Beans in 19437

New Yeork furmers would have maintained their acresge of dry beans if the
price of besns had advanced as rapldly as the prices of other farm preducis.
All Few York farm products in movembsr 1943 were 91 per cent higher than
during 1937 to 1941. The average New York farm price of beans from 1937 to
1941 was $3.88 per hundredweight, and incrcesing this price by 91 per cent
gives #7.41 per hundredweight,

Arnother way to calculste a falr price for beswns for 1943 is to take ths
change in all Few Tork farm products since 1910 to 1914, From 1$10-14 1o
Movember 1643 the average of all New York farm products increased 108 mper
cent, The average New York farm price of beans during the period 1910-14 was
$2.97 per hundrecdweight, and incressing this price by 108 per cent gives
$0426 per hundredwelght. If one averages the vrices obiained by the two
methods (58,26 and §7.41) one obtains $7.84.

would be a fair price

=

If the average i York farm price was 37.84,
for the 1943 crop of pea beans and red kidneys?

[EX
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Assuming = normal spreszd of 71.50 per hundred betwsern pea beans and red
kidney beans, and the state production of one-third pea besns end two-thirds
rad kidney and other varleties in that price rangs, the farm nrice for pea
beans in 1943 should leve been 35.04 per hundrodweight and for red kidneys,
$8.34,

The above are prlces to growers fox thic 1943 crop. F.0.B. prices would
nave to be dpprleatelv ;1,00 per hundredweight higher than thb above farm
frlceog or $7.84 for pesn begns and $9.34 for red kidneys. :

Prices for tue 1944 besn proy will need to be Wirmur than the above
prices whichh would have beun fzir prices for the 1943 crop. Prices of other
farm products will be higher in 1944 than in 1943 and bean prices must be at
least in line W1t other New York farm products if production is to bs encour-
agede

What Should the Prices for Dry Beans be in 19447

.

To answer this question a questionnaire was sant to all bean growers
in 14 counties in Western New York. Cards were roturned by 1,483 growers
who grew beans in 1943, of which 904 grew rod kidney beans. Tbowe ErOWeTS
reported that if the prics remains unchangsd, they expect to decrease their

acreage of red kidney besns by 49 per cenmt (Table 13).

The average of wnrices at which sach grower states be would maindain his -
acreage of red kidnev beens was' $0. 03, and to JﬂCFCdue his acreage, HE.01e
To obtaln maximum production thb price must be hizhsr than foc average, because
about one=third of the growers' recuassts were above the eversge. The nuuber
of farmers making cacl: price request for rsd kidney beans is shown in Table 1d.

it

TABLE 13. BESULTS OF LAIL QUESTIONNAIKE SURVEY
ON DRY BEANS, DECLEBER 1943

Red Pea and Wihite  Yellow
kidney mediuw Marrow kidney sve
Humber growing variety S04 451 195 38 43
Aeres grown in 1943 12,326  ©,231 2,121 231 294
If no change in prices~-
Acres esxpected fo be
grown in 1%44 6,779 2,991 1,103 95 209
Percent decrease in acreage
from 1943 to 1944 45 52 48 ~F9 29
Avsrage of prices to grow the
same acreage as in 1943 58,03 47.21 6,02 $9.32 $7.20

Average of prices to lncrease
acreage in 1544 58,61 37.76 36.81  $9,86 88,39
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At 39,00 per hundrecweight to zrowers for red kicney beans, 83 per cent
of the growers would maintain their acreage in 1544 and 65 per cent would
increase their acreage (Table 14),

TABLE 14. NUMBER OF GROWERS RAQUESTING EACE PRICE
TC MAINTAIN ACHRAGE AND TO INCREASE ACREAGE OF F 3@2~§£Qg§§ BEAVS IN 1944

To maintain acreage To incrsase acreage
Price 1o Mumber Per cent Cumulative Nurber Far cent Cumulative
grower of of .Per cent. of of For gent
DEr CWh. growers Zrowers . S _Erowsrs orowers e
564,50 75 97 G 9 1,2 1.2
7400 7L 9.2 18.9 25 3.2 4ot
7.50 75 9.7 2846 47 ek 943
§.00 28¢ 37.C 65.6 239 30.9 40,7
8,50 6L T49 7345 75 Gel 5044
900 74 9.6 83.1 110 14,7 6h,b
950 1 o1 83,2 9 1.2 65.8
10,00 122 15.6 290 215 27,6 93,6
1050 o ' o 9.0 1 i 537
11.G0 3 iy 994 G 142 94,9
11,50 o 0 UG.4 0 0 94,9
12,00 5 20 100,0 15 Sal 1.0C.0
Total 773 100,0 . 773 100.0

At $8.00 per hundredweight to the grower for péa and medium beans, 87
per cent of the growers would malntain thelr screage and 70 psr cent would
increase their acreage in 1944 {Table 15}

TA4BLE 15, NUMBER OF GROWERD RECUILTIHG EACE FRICE TO MAINTAIN ACREAGH,
AND TO IFCREACE ACREAGE OF Fmi AKRD MEDIUM Basiils IN 1944

@

e e e ke e e wrar

To maintein acreage To increasSc ACreags
Price to Humber Per cent Cumulative Mumber Fer cent Cumulative
gZrower - of of per cant of of Per cent
per_ewh, __ growers growers Erowers  growsrs
85,50 26" 7+3 7.3 i 3 o3
6,00 51 14,4 2347 29 8,8 9,1
650 48 13.6 3543 33 10.1 19,2
7400 95 26,48 62.1 88 2648 46,0
7450 1¢ 445 Gb40 21, Ged 5244
8.00 75 2142 67,8 77 2345 759
8.50 10 2.8 90,6 10 3,1 75,0
5,00 12 324 94,0 17 5,2 84,2
9450 0 o 94,0 2 0 64,8
10,00 i8 544 9C.4 40 12.2 57,0
10.50 o 0 0 G 0 97.0
11.00 1 .3 99,7 & 1.8 96,8
11.5C 1 3 1000 0 0 93,0
12,00 8] 0 4 1a2 10C,0
Total 354 . 100,0 ‘ 326
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ASRES OF DRY BELNS

5-yr, Average, 1943 & 1944,

lﬁ-yr. AVerage Y¢eld par Aere

. ‘ _ Acrggge — ; _Yield
Group . Seyear ' ' - Per cent change ;- lO=year
and average 1943 1944 1944, £roms . average
State - (1937e41) - 1937417 T43" | (1933%42)
' _ average o
| . =thousand acrosw ~per cent= ! 1b,
. NEW YORX 150 113 116 -23  +°3 | 828
Michigan 545 617 660 + 21 7 89
Great Northern Araa- : - o | o f
Idsho _ 115 - 168 144, + 25 - 14 1,453
Wyoming o 7 54, 112 9L +69 - 19 1 1,204
Montana - : g B 120 - + 11 - 68 1. 1,227
Hebraska ' 21 80 A7 124 -4l 1,156
Group total 208 422 . 302 + A5 - 28 1,360
California 372 242 327 -12 .26 @ 1,272
Pinto Arca: ' : 1- - : 3
Colorado 286 . 507 360 + 26 - 29 & T4EL
New Nexico : 191 240 R40 + 26 o 339
Adrigona IR 4 15 + 25 + 7 449
Kansas —— — X - Q L 337%
Jroup total 490 - Te2 _616 +26 - 19 C4R7
Gther States .,1/ .25 48 36 *hh =25 748
Total Tnited States 1,789 2,404 2,057  +15 -1, | 859

* bhort—tlme average, o :
1/ "Other States' includo: Maine, Vermont, Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and Oregon, .

Source: U.5.D.4, Crop Roport Decemboy 18, 19444

During the period {(L9R0~24) the average annunl acrcage of dry beang in the United
States was 1,162,000 acrcs, The acreage in 1943, 2,404,000 acros, was more than two
times the acraage of the early 20's, Most of the inercase had occurred in the yoars
before World War I, The acrecage in 1944 wes only 15 per cent shove the average for
the five pre-war years (1937-41) and was 14 per cont loss then in 1943,

In New York the acrcage of dry beans in the early 20's was about 100,000 acres,
in the late 20's it dfopped to about 75,000 acres and thon increased to about 150,000
scres before Wordd Uar 1T, Duriag this war period the nercoge has doelined from the
peak year of 1941, dand in 1944 was nearly one~fourth less than the avorage of the
flVO yoars before the war, .



‘MGB:45853 ' PRODUCTION OF DRY BEANS DRY BEANS
: S=yr. dverage, 1943 & 1944
Yleld per Acre 19¢4

Production ' " . _Yield por Lgro

GI‘GTIP- e ‘. e 5"‘3?'9&1' PR — o Por- cent 'Ch‘&l’).g@' - } P % chan'g'o'
and - - i AVGPOLE - 1943 04t 1944 Froms © 1944 1944
Stste o (1937w41) ' 1937-4L 1943 . from
. - o avoragd : LO=yr ave
S «thouwand bags (100#)w ~poY gentm o 1b, A
"NEH YORK™ '._f':'1,236” 1,119 731 . W AL - 35 Z 630 - = 24
Hichigan : 4,758 54121 45 156 - 13 - 19 ¢ 630 - 24
Great Northern Arcas e - ;
Tdaho - 1,696 2,604 2 O”“ + 23~ 20 & 1,450 #
Tyoming 652 1,344 l 2R51 + 92 w 7 1,375 o+ 1
Montane, 239, A 240 # - 58 1 1,200 - 2
Nehragka _ .265 920 75G8 +120 - 35 « 1,250 + 10
TOTAL 0 TZB8L 45 4,167 ¥ 46 w23 . L,30 v 1
California £i910 5,169 3,843 w2 w26 1,175 - 8
Pinto Areas. ' s L
Colorado 1,439 2,065 2,00 ¥ 45 =27 1 580+ 25
New Mexico 710 758 840 + 10 + 9 1 350 +..3
Arigons : 52 84, 64, HOL3 = 2h L ARS - 5
Kansas A 2 2 L 3100 #1000 & __ 420 -+ 25
TOPLL o 72,203 3,719 2,99 Y36 =19 ;46 ¥4
Othof'Stafos_;/: - 190 349 2337 + 23w 33 g b4 w14
Total United Statos 16,151 20,922 16,126 4 =23 1 4 e 9

4 Logs than 0,% per cent chlngc, : : .

1/ "Other Statos" includes Meine, Vermont, Uisconsin, Minnesota, Horth Doketa,.
South Dukota, Texas, Utah, Uashington, and Oregon,

Sourve: U.S.D4b, Orop Report, Doocembo iy 10, 1844

In gpite of the inereased consumpticn of the prizcd foods == fruits, vegetobles,
doiry products -- in the past 20 yoors, the productden of dry becng in the United
States has increased, The rocord production of 1943 -w nearly 21,000,000 bags. ==
wos almost three times the average amnunl production in the carly 1920's, The prnu
duction in 1944 vag about the same as the fivewycar proswar cverare bub this wa
madc up of a 46 per cent incresse in Great Northan beans and o 36 nor cont lncrease
in Pinte beans which about offact the decrcase in Red Kidney ond Puh beang rodscd in
New York and MichL gan.

The New York produccra have had better alternative crops than dry beans during
this war period, Presumably whon more neerly normal price relations hips oxist, many
New York farmers wiil again grow dry beaana,

Prices Rocoived by Farmerss Annuasl United Statos - New York

Avorage Averare

~Dollors per bushcle
Swyear average (1937-41) %2,00 %2043
1942 - : 2482 3407
1943 o 3429 3,38

1944, 3.70 3,77
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COST AND RETURNS ON DRY BEANS ON 10 COST ACCOUNT FARMS, 10l.3%

hverage yield, 17 bushels per acre (one-fourth sbove 10-year average yisld)

Amount Rate Value
Average per acre
Man labor 5740 hrs, $ W49 318431
Horse work Do " 27 2,52
Tracter 75 M iy 5,52
Other equipment 2,61
Seed 0.8 bu 549 Lie59
Fertilizer 22846 1bs. 016 or $32/ton Z470
Manure 1.3 tons =008 Za.71
Lend lial6
Threshing and Combining 1.96
Storing (building and interest) 1.01
Interest on costs A1
A1l othsr costs 2 .81
Total cost $L.8.03
Return per =ncrs
Reans 172 bua 4..28 5643l
Bean pods L0 tons 8,70 348
Total returns 55.82
Prefit per acre 11,75
Averasge per bushel
Price vper bushel 5208
Net cost per bushel 2«59
Profit per bushel TCL.ES
Return per hour of labor 0,81
* Data supplied by Herrell DeGraft, Cornell Universily
COSTS AND RETURNS ON DRY BEANS ON ACCOUNT FARMS, 191l TO 19l2*
Number Acres Average Total Average per bushel Hours Return
Year of per bushe ls cost ~ of lsbor mwmer hour
fcc'tse farm  psr cere per scre Cost Price Profit per scre of labor
1914~18 L3 10.1 10 ¥Le $oe1l $5,7L $-T1.10 37 Fake
191923 19 748 16 &3 a8 3422 w2 L5 .23
192),-28 82 11.7 10 LB Lhais  BdlL -1.01 27 - 06
1929m33 111 1548 15 A0 2459 2,00 - ,59 28 05
1935-28 Ll 15,6 1k 31 2.25  2.26 L1 27 W30
1959~1i2 30 1746 1 35 2,57 2421 - W36 25 3l
1939 9 19,7 15 71 1.9 1.90 = L0l 2l 30
19L0 1% 16,2 8 30 3,81 2,04 L.77 25 - 422
194% (not summarized)
1942 8 16.9 18 37 1.96  2.69 7528 <95
1943 16 1hel 17 L8 2.59 3,23 W69 37 31
28 yeirsg 229 12.0 . 13 L3 5450  2.83 = u57 32 15

* Date are from Twenty-five Years of Farm (ost Accounts by Paul Williamson;

Cornell Extension Bulletin L33, June 19403 and from Farm Cost Accounts by Herrell

DeGraff, A.B. 502, December 1904,

£ 1943 not included,
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COMPARIGOWN OF THE FARM PRICE OF PEA BRAKS Tk WESTERR NEW YCRK
WIT: TEE AVERAGE PEICE OF ALL NEW YORK TARL PRODUCTS, 191C TC 1944

Since 194% the wnrice of pea beans has remeined seriously out of
line with the price cf all dew York farm products becsuse of low
ceiling and support prices on pea beans,

(8tarting with the 1940-41 season, prices are by morths )

Dources of data for.this graph and the graph on the cover are from
Preduction and harheilng of Field Beans in New York, by H. N, Young.
Gornell prel1ﬂentc 1. tation Bulletin 532, 1931, Prlces for lzter vears
were ftabulated by.¥. C. Bond ?ron_rpcorﬂ of bean dealers,
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