2010 Strategic Marketing Conference & Post-Conference Workshop

Improving your Social Media Marketing Skills for Agribusiness Success

November 1-2, 2010

Henry A. Wallace Center at the FDR Presidential Library and Home,
4079 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY (Nov. 1)

Cornell Cooperative Extension – Dutchess County, 2715 Route 44, Millbrook, NY (Nov. 2)

Conference Information

Social media may be a phenomenon, but it’s not a fad. It has already changed the way people and organizations communicate. Social media is opening up entirely new ways of targeting prospects, but also adding a whole new layer of complexity to marketing. Traditional outbound marketing efforts are being trumped by customers talking to customers. In today’s ever-increasing paperless world, effective agribusinesses need continually adopt and improve their online marketing presence and performance. With the increasing popularity of social media, it is important to leverage your inbound strategies -- you getting found by customers, with targeted outbound marketing campaigns -- you finding customers and enticing them to buy. 
There exists a ‘digital divide’ with many agricultural producers and agribusinesses in the adoption and utilization of new marketing technologies. Given the need for online marketing skills development, the goals of this year’s conference and workshop include: (1) highlighting educational and service opportunities with social media marketing for agricultural producers and value-added food processors and marketers, (2) showcasing success stories from the field, and (3) identifying how to evaluate the performance of your social media marketing skills. If you want to know how to use or better develop your social media marketing strategies for your agribusiness and improve your products, customer service, marketing performance, and communications, then this conference is for you!

This year’s conference and post-conference workshop brings together some of the nation’s industry leaders, scholars, and agribusiness leaders in social media marketing, with particular attention towards food and agricultural businesses. In addition, real success stories from the field from farmers and agribusiness organizations will be on hand to offer their advice and identification of opportunities and obstacles as you advance your firm’s social media presence. Kerry Trueman, co-founder of Eating Liberally and regular contributor to the Huffington Post and Civil Eats, will be this year’s opening keynote speaker, bringing her expertise and insights on social media, food, and agriculture. Our closing keynote speakers are internationally recognized leaders in web analytics and online marketing evaluation. Rand Schulman and Pelin Thorogood, principals of the Schulman+Thorogood Group, will lead an engaging discussion on maximizing your marketing return on investment in the rapidly evolving world of social media and online marketing. And if that’s not enough, a second-day hands-on training workshop will address the specific needs of attendees looking to gain a better and more thorough understanding of their websites, social network marketing efforts, and how they can and need to work together.  
The 2010 Cornell Strategic Marketing Conference will be held on November 1st at the Henry A Wallace Visitor and Education Center at the FDR Presidential Library and Museum in Hyde Park, NY. The post-conference training workshop will follow on November 2nd at the Cornell Cooperative Extension-Dutchess County office in Millbrook, NY. Both events are organized by the Agricultural Marketing and Management Program Work Team, with support provided by the Cornell Program on Agribusiness and Economic Development, the Charles H. Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management at Cornell University, and Cornell Cooperative Extension of Dutchess County.  
All members of the agricultural and food system community are encouraged to attend. The current agenda, speaker bios, and registration materials are (or will be) available by going to the Program Work Team website at marketingpwt.aem.cornell.edu. For more information contact: Todd Schmit, Dept. of Applied Economics and Management, by phone at 607-255-3015, or by email at TMS1@CORNELL.EDU.

Conference Location and Travel Information
Henry A. Wallace Center at the FDR Library and Home
4079 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY  12538

Phone:  1-800-337-8474

Check the following web site for information on nearby airports and driving directions: http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/ . The conference begins at 8:30 a.m. on November 1st, with registration and a continental breakfast starting at 7:30 a.m. See the agenda for more information; check back regularly for updates.

Post-Conference Workshop Location and Travel Information

Cornell Cooperative Extension – Dutchess County
2715 Route 44, Millbrook, NY  12538

Phone:  1-845-677-8223
Check the following web site for information and directions:  http://ccedutchess.org/. The workshop begins at 8:30 a.m. on November 2nd. See the agenda for more information; check back regularly for agenda updates. Questions and input on the workshop should be sent to Bob Weybright at RW74@CORNELL.EDU.
Registration Information

The pre-registration fee for the conference is $75 if postmarked by October 23rd; $90 if postmarked after October 23rd or if registering on-site. The fee for media personnel with valid ID will be waived. Registration fees also include continental breakfast on both days, all networking break refreshments, and lunch.
The pre-registration fee for the post-conference workshop is $50 if postmarked by Oct. 23rd; $60 if postmarked after Oct. 23rd or if registering on-site. Registration fees also include networking break refreshments and lunch. Pre-registration fees for participants attending both the conference and post-conference workshop is $110 if postmarked by October 23rd; $120 if postmarked after October 23rd or if registering on-site.
For further information or to obtain a registration form, contact Carol Thomson at 607-255-5464 or CMT8@CORNELL.EDU. You may print out and complete the registration form and mail or fax (607-255-9984) with your check payable to Cornell University or  go to www.acteva.com/go/cornell-pwt  to register online with a credit or debit card.  Forms are available by going to http://marketingpwt.aem.cornell.edu and following the links provided.  
Dinner Event at the Culinary Institute of America

There will be an optional four-course dinner on Monday evening, November 1st, at 6:30 p.m. at the Caterina de Medici restaurant, Culinary Institute of America (www.ciachef.edu). The Institute is located at 1946 Campus Drive, Hyde Park, NY (851-451-1544).  The cost will be $45 per person and the menu will consist of:
· Appetizer:  Vegetable Tart with Baby Lettuce
· Second Course:  Orecchiette tossed in a Ragu of Sausage and Pecorino Cheese
· Main Course:  Roasted Beef Sirloin with Sauteed Spinach and Stuffed Zucchini
· Dessert:  Coffee Panna Cotta with Anice Biscotti
Be sure to note on the registration form any allergies or other dietary restrictions you may have and we will do our best to accommodate.  The Institute can make substitutions, but they request advance notification. Attendees are responsible for their own drinks and refreshments with the meal.
Lodging Accommodations
Conference attendees are responsible for their own hotel reservations.  Rooms have been reserved at the following hotels for conference participants.  State and local taxes can be waived upon receipt of a valid NYS Tax Exemption certificate.  When making your reservations, refer to “Cornell Marketing Conference” to get the negotiated rates.
Quality Inn - Hyde Park (approx. 1 ½ mile to Wallace Center)
4142 Albany Post Road

Hyde Park, NY  12538

Phone:  845-229-0088

www.qualityinn.com

Rate:  $79.99/night plus tax, single or double occupancy. A block of 20 rooms have been reserved and will be held until the cutoff date of October 1, 2010. After this date, additional rooms will be reserved on a space and rate availability basis.

Cottonwood Motel – Millbrook, NY (1/2 mile from CCE Office)
2639 Route 44
Millbrook, NY  12545
Phone:  845-677-3283
www.cottonwoodmotel.com

Rate:  $110/night plus tax, or $125 for a deluxe room. A block of 17 rooms have been reserved and will be held until the cutoff date of October 1, 2010. After this date, additional rooms will be reserved on a space and rate availability basis.

Contact Information
For more information, please contact:

Todd Schmit, Ruth and William Morgan Assistant Professor in Applied Economics and Management
Charles H. Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management, Cornell University
Phone: 607-255-3015

Email: TMS1@CORNELL.EDU
Or

Carol Thomson, Conference Administrator

Charles H. Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management, Cornell University

Phone: 607-255-5464

Email: CMT8@CORNELL.EDU 
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